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THE 
Epiſtle Dedicatory 


To all Chriſtian People to whom 
this mean T reatile ſhall come. 


HE Author humbly defireth 
your favourable Conſtruction 
on his Conflict herein contained, ear- 
neſtly praying, That the Grace of our 
Lord Jzsus CHRIST, and the Love of 
Gop, and the Fellowſhip of the 
Holy GrosT, may be with us all, to 
aſſiſt us againſt all our Enemies to our 
preſent and future Everlaſting 

ö 42 Happineſs, 


cee Dung : 
Happineſs, which are the World, the 1 
Fleſb, and the Devil: And that we 
may continue our Bleſſed Saviour 


Ixsus CurisT's faithful Servants and 


Soldiers unto our Lives End, Amen 
and Amen, 


Is the earneſt Prayer of 


A Well-wiſher to the Church of 


Jeſus Chriff, and to all Good Men 
an humble Servant, 


Nuneaton, 


June 11, 1743. 


W. Spencer. 
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Courteous Reader, 


Here preſent thee with a Hiſtory of a Civil War, 
which, I believe, rageth continually, more or 
leſs, in the Native Country of thine own Mind, 
between thoſe two Contending Parties, the Fleſh 

and Spirit, which are always fighting and contending 


for that Royal Diadem of Man- Soul. 


And I doubt not but thou too well knoweſt the Truth 
of it; for the Spirit of Cbriſt is in us, except we are 
Reprobates. And I cannot give a better Deſcription of 
this Cruel and Civil War, than that of the Great 
Apoſtle and Preacher of JESUS CHRIST, St. Paul him- 
ſelf, who freely confeſſeth the Truth of it, when he 
faith, The Fleſh Iufteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit 
17 the Fleſh ; and theſe twoare contrary to one another, 


a that ye cannot do the Things that ye would. Gal. v. 17, 


And in the Verſes following he ſheweth A fad 


Catalogue of the Horks of the Fleſh, which are manifeſt, 


: and 


FF£A FX GE 
and are theſe, Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſci- 
viouſneſs, Idolatry, Witcheraft, Hatred, Variance, 
Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, Envyings, 

| Murtbers, Druukenneſs, Revelings, and ſuch like: Of 

| which-Etell you before, as T have alſo told you in times paſty 


that they which do ſuch things, ſhould not inherit the King- 
dom of God. | 


Beware of thi: Enemy the Fleſh, and its evil Inclina- 
tions, and obſerve the Fruits of thy Friend the Spirit, 
as followeth: But the Fruits of the Spirit are, Love, 
Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 
Meekneſs, Temperance; againſt ſuch there is no Law, 
neither of God nor Man. 


Again, read Rom, Chap. vii. where thou ſhalt find 
more of this Conflict between the Fleſh and Spirit; 
that in the Concluſion he crieth out, O wretched Man that 
Jam, who ſhall deliver me from the Body of this Sin and 
Death For with my Spirit I ſerve the Law of God, but 
with my Fleſh the Law of Sin. But Thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the Viftory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Wherefore, my beloved Brethren, let us be ftedfaft, and 
unmoveable, always abounding in the Work of the Lord, 


foraſmuch as we know that our Labour ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord. 


And again, Tet us fight the good Fight, let us keep the 
Faith, that we may finiſh our Courſe with Foy, and not 
with Grief. Let us earneftly contend for the Faith which 
was once deliver'd to {he Saints; and not be aſhamed to 
confeſs CHRIST crucified, and manfully to fight under 
his Banner againſt Sin, the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, and continue CHRIST's faithful Soldiers and 
Servants unto our Lives End. Amen. 
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Now, Friendly Reader, I confeſs, for my own 
Part, that oftentimes I have been almoſt ſtaggered, 
caſt down, and overcome by the too common belching 
Expreſſions of too many Men, and evil Queſtions 
ariſing in mine own Mind, ſuch as herein after followeth. 
I thought I muſt either conſider and try how to —_— 

and 
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and expel theſe evil Examples and Notions, or elſe 


| ſabmit to them, and be carried away with them into the 


too common evil Practices of Wicked Men. But, by 
the Aſſiſtance of the powerful Grace and Holy Spirit 
of Almighty GOD, I think and hope that I have con- 
quered them, by ſufficient Proofs out of the Holy 
Word and Glorious Works of Almighty GOD, and by 
Human Reaſon, to my own great Joy and Satisfaction; 
and praiſed be GOD's Holy Name beth now and for 


evermore, through JesUs CHRIsT our Lord, Ames. 


I have ſometimes forgot ſome ſatis factory Anſwers 
to ſome evil Queſtions, which firſt moved me to write 
them for my own Memory; and if they ſhall be any 
Aſſiſtance to thee and others, I ſhall be very glad, de- 
firing thee and them to give the Thanks and Praiſe to 
Almighty GOD. - | 


My mean Capacity in Learning, and the conſtant 
neceſſitous Buſineſs that attends my Station in this 
World, may prevent that Exactneſs in Words and 
Reaſons, which more Leiſure Time, perhaps, might 
amend: However, I do and mean the beſt I can at 
preſent, and if thou can'ſt help me out, pray do. 


Sometimes I have been afraid to ſpeak of or write 
theſe Conflicts and evil Notions that have aſſaulted me, 
for fear they ſhould do more Harm to others than Good. 
But again conſidering that other Perſons are ſubject, I 
believe, to the like Infirmities and Conflicts, I hope 
my Proofs and Reaſons may be ſome Help to them; for 
I tear too yy have been ſtaggered, caſt down, and 
overcome by the evil Suggeſtions of the Devil, and the 
bad Examples and raſh Expreflions of too many Wicked 
Men againſt GOD and his Only Son JESuS CHRIST, 
the Immortality of the Soul of Man, and a future State 
of Rewards and Puniſhments; and, perhaps, can never 
conquer ſuch Objections and Conflicts while 
they live in this World, And I deſire to give this 
Advice in the Reading this Book, That no Perſon 
wou'd reſt at the Reading of the Arguments of the 
Atheiff, or the Fleſh, without reading and ſeriouſly con- 
ſidering 


r 
ſidering the Arguments and Anſwers of the Believer, 
or the Spirit ; for I know that in me (that is, in my Fleſh) 
dwelleth no good thing. Rom. vii. 18. 


I have wrote it in the manner of a formal Dialogue, 
or Controverſy, between two Parties, under ſeveral 
Acts and Scenes, thinking thereby to divert my Reader 
through the whole Tragedy. 


Each Argument might be much larger, which would 
too much enlarge the Whole: But I have wrote as ſhort 
and as-full as I can, and every Reader may enlarge or 
ſhorten each Argument in his own Mind as he ſhall 
think moſt proper. 


T am aware that ſome Perfons may call this Book a 
Romance, &c. becauſe it is not really ſpoken by two 
ſeparate Perſons: But I ſay it is a true Account, taken 
from thoſe two contrary Parties, viz. the Neſb and the 
Spirit, warring in mine own Mind, and what I have 
too often heard and ſeen by the raſh Sayings and 
Practices of too many Men. I never ſaw any Book of 
this Sort; and my Deſign is not to preſume to teach 
the Learned, but for my own Memory and Satisfaction, 
and to help the Ignorant, Herein I have ſhewed the 
Conflict of my own Mind, how the Devil by his evil 

eſtions, the wicked World full of evil Examples 
and Temptations, and mine own Heſb by evil Inclina- 
tions, have warred againſt 1 GOD, his Son 
Ixsus CHRIST, and his Holy Word and Commandments, 
and againſt my own, Immortal Soul and Divine Spirit 
within me. And J earneſtly pray to Almighty GOD, 
that he will pleaſe to keep me and all Men from bein 
overwhelmed with all or any of theſe Enemies; an 
rant that this mean Treatife may tend to the ſetting 
orth his Glory, the Good of others, and my awn 


Eternal Salvation, and then I ſhall obtain my defired 


Reward: And this I humbly beg, in and through the 
Merits of my Lord and Saviour JESUS 
CHRIST. Amen. | 


Not cg 
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PREFACE. 


Note, In the Carrying on and Concluding this 
Work, I have expreſſed and repreſented ſome particu- 
lar Accidents which have happened to me in the 
Buſineſs and Courſe of this World, as Afflictions, and 
the Death of a Son deſign'd for the Univerſity, &c. 
whereby Almighty GOD hath ſhewed his marvelous 
Loving-Kindneſs unto me ; and I doubt not but that he 
doth and will do the ſame unto all Men, by ſome 
Ways or Means or other, to wean and withdraw our 
Affections from this ſinful World, and ſeek after Him 
and his Heayenly Kingdom. And as every Calamity 


is the Puniſhment of Sin, ſo I think the beſt Way of 
our declaring of our Repentance is a hearty Sorrow for 


and forſaking our Sins; and, inſtead of murmuring and 
repining, &c. to kiſs the chaſtiſing Rod and the merci- 
ful Scourges of our tender and loving Father, GOD 
Almighty, by promoting his Honour and Glory in this 
World by our Holy Lives and Converſations, the only 
Way to be hapyy in the World to come. And that we 
may do ſo, GOD of his infinite Mercy grant, for 
IEsus CHRIST's Sake. Amen and Amen 


The Reaſon why I have begun this Work in a Scene 
of a Publick Houſe, at a Pariſh Meeting, is, becauſe I 
have been too often call'd thither to write and balance 
Pariſh Accounts, and there I have too often heard and 
ſeen the drunken and wicked Sayings and Practices of 
too many Men, 
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The Principal PaRrTs of this BOOK. 8 


J. * HE Being of an Eternal GOD proved and defended, 4 ; 

with his Divine Attributes, Mercies, and Judgments, and 1 

| other Points pertaining and ſubjeft thereto. Contain'd in * 
three Acts. BOOK I. 

II. The Immortality of the Soul of Man proved and defended ; 
with the Certainty and Reaſonableneſs of a Future State, of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, and other Points pertaining thereto, 
as Part of the Fall of Angels and Man, &c. Contain d in 
ſeven As. BOOK II. * 

III. The fatal Fall of Angels and Men, and the Redemption of 
Mankind by IE SuS CHRIS: Of the Triumph of Death, and 
Future Judgment, and other Points pertaining thereto: No 
Anmitilation to avoid Everlaſting Puniſhment. Contain'd in 

, three As. BOOK III. 

IV. Jxsus CurisT proved and defended to be the Only Son of 
GOD, and Saviour of Mankind; and of his laſt Judgment, 
and Everlaſting Puniſhments to the Wicked, and Rewards to the 
Righteous, with other Points pertaining thereunto, as Miniſters 
Holy Doctrine, and Diſcipline of the Church. Contain'd in 
twelve Acts. BOOK IV. - 

V. The Certainty and Reaſonableneſs of a Future Judgment and 
Everlaſting Puniſhments, with the Nature and Quality thereof; 
and concerning Fate, Fortune, Predeflination, &c. And of the 
Diſper fron of the Jews, and Riſe of the Turks, &c. a Fear of 
Sin, and a Reprobate Mind, &. Contain d in three As. 

BOOK V. 

A Table of Contents, with Heads of each Af, as an Abſtract or 
ſhort View of the N hole. | | 

VI. Au Appendix, concerning the ſudden Death of a Son, &c. 
deſign'd for the Umwverſity, for a Miniſter of © the Church of 
JESUS CHRIST. | t 
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THE 
PROLOGUE. 
Oz SELF-EXAMINATION. 


| Eięd gere, tentate, examine, iaurous, VOS ipſos, 
: : yourſelves, «i is, an fitiss whether ye be, 


v rn rige, in fide, in the Faith ; Soria Gees explo- 


rate, prove, ixurovs, vos ipſos, your own ſelves: 
1 i *onriy workers annon agnoſcitis, know ye not, 
"£0UTOYS, voſmet i ſos, your own ſelves, 4% Ino vs 
Xpico's, ut Jeſus hriſtus, that Teſus Chriſt, 85 r y 
zg, in vobis eſſe, is in you, «i wn ri t5rs nit eſtis, 
except ye be, advupoi, Rejectanei, Reprobates. 
2 Cor. Xill. 5. 

At, ſed, but, &Y1% TaTty ſanctificate, ſanttify, 
Kvgiov, Dominum, the Lord, +" Oo, Deum, God, 


zv rd X&0%is vaay, in COrdibus veſtris, in your | 


Hearts; oo. de , eſtote autem ſemper par ati, 
but be ye ready always, new'anoeyiav, ad reſponden- 
dum, to give an Anſwer, rarri, cuilibet, to every one, 
TW l "vas, quod petenti vos, which asketh 
you, Xoyov, rationem, 4 Reaſon, nies rn cio, de 
ipe, of the Hope, e *vpiv, quæ in vobis eſt, that 
i5 in You, ptr TEX UTNTOsy Cum Menſuetudine, with 
Meekneſs, xt Ge, ac Timore, and Fear. 
1 Pet. iii. 15, 

| | —_ | Ku 


0 — ——— 32353777949 ASE 1 
= — - — * „ 1 — 


— 
— — — 


* Fe * a 
22 — ——— — — 


y=_ „„ % EET EIS 
» 


—— — rt ag — 
— — - 


"4 
—_— . 
* I 


: * r — äü1 > N 


9 


P NOL MO. 


Ka 00A vt vor et fing dubio, and uit haut 
Controverſy, weye ig, magnum eft, great is, ros 
uuveng lo, Myſterium, cheMyfery, mw ive l=, Pietatis, 
of Godlineſs. Geo, Deus, God, i paννj,nH, con- 
ſpicuus factus eſt, is made maniſeſt, i» 5aexi, in carne, 
in the Fleſb; ec Y, juftificatus eſt, Juftified, 
£v ITvevpariy in Spiritu, in the Spirit; 0 n, CON» 
ſpectus eft, ſeen, *Ayyixer, ab Angelis, of Angel: ; 
ExnEUt Ing prædicatus eſt, preached, & 'Eflveow, in 
Gentibus, «nto the Gentiles; iwigzu9n, creditus eſt, 
believed on, e y0o'oww, in Mundo, in the World; 
Geh n, ſurſum receptus eft, received up again, 
% As'£n, in Gloriam, into Glory, 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
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THE 
Being of an Eternal GOD 
PRoveD and DEFENDED, Oc, 


A Conziict between the Spirit of 
, % Truth, and the Spirit of Error. 


BOOK I. : 


3 
SCENE à Publick Houſe, at a Pariſh 
Meeting. | 
The Temptations and Raſh Expreſſions of Bad Company. 


| Atheiſt merrily. 
NOME, Neighbours, now our Buſineſs is over, let us 
have a hearty Bowl, with Glaſs, Laſs, and Gamez 
1 and let us divert ourſelves, and make a Night on't. 
-. = Ha ! ha! ha! | 
8 775 Chriſtian Believer /oberly. No, Neighbours, tho“ I has 
By: ſtay'd too long ſometimes, yet now think we have drank enough, 


Py and it's late; rather let us go home, as ſober Men ought, to 

: 5 dur Wives and Families; we may have a ſober Pot and Pipe 
js together another Time, : 

| Atheiſ 


2 The Sacred Tragedy. Book I. 


Atheiſt roughly. Sir, if you will not ſtay, you may go, 
without interrupting of any body elſe; we don't want Mr. 
Hypocrite's Company. Come, Boys, I believe you'll but few 
flinch me; let us partake of the preſent Pleaſures while we live 
and may have them, for when Life's gone, all's gone with it: 
For my Part, I ſee nothing better than that a Man ſhould taſte 
of his Labour, and take his Pleaſure, eat, drink, and be merry. 
Come, Boys, let us drink, and drive Care away. Ha! I find 
it's with all my Heart, ſays the greateſt Part. | 

Believ. meekly. Nay, Neighbours, pray let us go home, for 
Drunkenneſs, and Gaming, and ſuch-like evil Practices, are not 
pleaſing to God, and we may juſtly expect his Judgments upon 
'em. | | 
Ath. ſcoffingly.- Pleaſing to God, do youſay, Mr. Hypocrite ? 
Why, do you think that there is a God? Silence there, let us 
hear what this prating, preciſe, Hypocritical Fellow wou'd ſay. 

Believ. bo/dly. Yes, Sir, I do believe that there certainly is a 

God, and a juſt and powerful one too, who will eternally reward 
the Righteous, and puniſh the Wicked. 
- Ath. ſcofingly. Ha! For my Part, I don't know that there 
is any God, for I have never ſeen him, nor. you neither; there- 
fore I find that you and me are of two Opinions: Come, fit 
down, and I will convert you before all this Company. 
r 

Believ. bo/dly. Sir, I don't fear my Cauſe, but I think we 
are not in a proper Condition, Time, nor Place, to diſpute of ſo 
great an Affair as the Being of a God; for by my own Experi- 
ence I have too often found that the Devil, the World, and the 
Fleſh commonly will get the upper hand in an Alehouſe, eſpeci- 
ally when there is immoderate Drinking. | 

Ath. jeeringly. Ha! I find you dare not ſtand the Argument, 
therefore you put it off with a frivolous Excuſe. Ha! ha ! ha! 

Believ. boldly. Yes, Sir, I dare, and will ſtand the Argu- 
ment with you or any Man elſe, or Devil either. 

Ath. boldly, Ha! You wou'd make one believe you are a 
ſtout Fellow : Where and when dare your Courage venture 
on't ? g 
HBeliev. bo/dly. Sir, Where and when you pleaſe, at a more 
convenient Time and Place ; provided you will meet me ſober, I 
ſhall be glad to encounter you. Hah! The Fool hath ſaid in his 
heart, there is no God, Pſalm xiv. 1. 

Ath. zeeringly, Well, as I find you ſhun publick Company 
and Diverſions, and take a Walk ſometimes into the Field to 


think of ſome ſuch dull Stories, I ſuppoſe I ſhall meet you before 


long, and have a Tryal of Skill with you, and try your Courage 
I fancy I ſhall ſoon make you quit the Field. Ha! ha! ha! 
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Act IJ. The Sacred Tragedy. 3 


Believ. boldly. Sir, come on as ſoon as you pleaſe, I fear 
you not ; however, at preſent a good Night to you. 

Ath. /coffingly. Go, Mr. Hypocrite, get away, it is Time 
for you to be gone, that you may think and ſeek where you 
may find your God. 

Believ. meekly. Sir, I think we have all need to ſeek after 
God, while he may be foend ; elſe he will ſoon find us, before we 
are aware. 

Ath. /coffingly. But I think you'll have a very difficult Taſk 
on't to find dut your God. Go, get away, it's Time you was 
gone, Mr. Hypocrite. 

Believ. meekly. Gentlemen, I wiſh you merry and wiſe. 

Exit Believer. 

Ath. jeering. Hah ! how theſe demure Creatures cant, prate, 
and interrupt us. A God! Ha! ha! Let him go ſeek if he can 
find him. Come, Boys, drink about, never let's fear, nor 
trouble our Heads about ſuch dull Stories. However, ſuch canting 
Fellows muſt be argued with, and anſwered, to prevent their 
vain Domineering over us. [I'll warrant you, I'll both ſtand and 
gain the Battle in a little Time, This prating Fellow little 
thinks what ſufficient Arguments and Reaſons I have to knock. 
him down at once: We'll ſoon have a flowing Bowl and be 
merry in Honour of the Conqueſt, Ha! ha! ha! | 

Company jeering. He is a preciſe, whimſical, canting Fel- 
low, fare him wil Sure ſuch a wiſe Man's Judgment as yours, 


s who are a much better Scholar than ſuch Quacks as he, ought to 
4 be depended upon more than his crazy, fooliſh Wit in dull and 
6 nonſenſical Stories. Come, bring in the Bowl, Pipes and To- 
- bacco, and a freſh Pack of Cards, &. Landlord, let us 
enjoy ourſelves while we can: Ha! ha! ha! Away with theſe 
dull Stories, Ha! ha! ha! 
. Landlord jeering. I am very glad to ſee ſuch Men of Spirit 
5 and Honour at my Houſe; as for ſuch niggardly, canting Rogues, 
they are a common Nuſance to all good Society and good Fellowſhip. 
4 Come, Boys, let us drink and drown Melancholy, every one 
1 ſing a merry Catch, or tell a Jeſt round. Ha! ha! ha! 
The Scene drawn. The End of the firſt Ad. 
re | 
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8 EN E. Believer walking alone in the Field. 
Atbeiß demands, Where is now your GOD? &c. 


Believer perſroe. 
I . this Belching Man, laft Night, who ſeemeth to ſcoff at 
and deny the Being of a God, was but in Jeſt, or the Effect 
of Drankennefs, and being bent upon and carry'd away with 
Company, and the prefent Pleaſures of this World, as he calls 
them ; I hope he will have better Thoughts and Judgment 
when he is right ſober. I hope there is no fuch Man that is ſo 
blinded with the vain Pomps, Pleaſures, and Gain of this 
World, as to deny the Being of an Almighty God, who fo 
viſibly appeareth in his Glorious Works, his Holy Word, and 
our own Reaſon : And yet Wicked Men cry out daily, Where ir 
now your God? Pſalm Ixxix. 10. -- ---Hah !----But yonder comes 
the Atheiſt ; Lord, help me to anſwer all his Objections. 

Atheiſt fwaggering. Well, Mr. Hypocrite, how is it with 
you 'To-day ? I ſee you have been walking and looking about; 
what, have you found out this God yet you talked of? Ha! 

Believ. meekly. I hope, Sir, you have found him yourſelf, 
now you are ſober. 

Ath. fwaggering. Not I, for I do not know where to look 


— "— 


for him ; can you tell me? I think you'll have a confounded. 


Taſk to find him out yourſelf, much more to ſhew me; Where 
will you begin? Hah! 

'  Believ. meekly. Sir, take the Holy Prophet's Advice, Lit 

7 your Head, behold who hath made all theſe Things, Ifai. xl. 26. 
ook up to the Glorious Works in the Heavens, down upon 

Earth, round about you, and ſee if you can't find a powerful 


God, who is the Maker, Governor, and Preſerver of all theſe 


Things. 

Ath. ſwaggeringly. Not I can't ſee him in any of theſe 
Things, nor you neither: However, now we are come together 
according to Challenge, let me hear or ſee how or which way 

can ſhew or prove to me the Being of a God, ſo much 
boaſted of and preached up in the World by you pretended 
Believers. Now, Sir, look about you. 

Believ. meekly. Sir, before we begin, I deſire you will avoid 

all Paſſion, and ſcoffing Language, and let us hear one another 
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atiently, by Turns, and each of us confeſs or deny freely, as 

he ſhall find a Reaſon ; and let us keepcloſe to the Point propoſed, 

or in hand, in plain Words, and not multiplying Words, like 

common Bantering and Squabbling, to try who can wrangle or 
uivocate the moſt, or hold out longeſt. 

Ath. gray. Well! I can't ſay but theſe Points and Propo- 
ſals are reaſonable, and I am agreed to them. But, come on 
with your Buſineſs, to the Purpoſe, and begin your Work, and 
J think you'll never end it. 

Believ. meatly. Now, Sir, I hope to prove and convince you 
of the Being of my Almighty and Eternal Creator, God 
Almighty: And, firſt, by his Holy Word; ſecondly, by his 
Glorious Works; and, thirdly, by his Divine Spirit within us, 
and Human Reaſon. = 

Ath. roughly. Well! come on ſhort, and to the Purpoſe. I 
find which Way you aim to go: I fancy I ſhall ſoon give you the 
Turn again. | 

Believ. meetly. Well, Sir, firſt, by his Holy Word, which 
I ſhall mention at firſt in a ſhort Method : As witneſs the 
Writings of Moſes, and all the Holy Prophets and Patriarchs, 
which at ſundry times and in divers manners have been ſent by 
this Great God to ſpeak of him amongſt Mankind, fince the 
World began. And in later Times he hath ſpoken to us by h's 
Only Son Jeſus Chriſt, and by his Holy Apoltles, Diſciples, and 
Believers; who all have been, and are ſtill, inſpired by the 
Holy Spirx-of God to write and publiſh his Holy Will and Com- 
mandments; and make them the Rule for their Lives and Con- 
verſation in this preſent World. Now, Sir, to the Particulars ; 
L will begin -- | | | 

Ath. roughly. Hold there; Sir ; let me ſay ſomething. 

Believ. Sir, you break in upon me too ſoon. 

Ath. I will fave you ſome 1 1 

Believ. How, pray, Sir, and which way ? 

| Ath. roughly. Why, Sir, I perceive that you are for running 
into the Particulars of the Scriptures : But hew do I know. 
whether they are true or not ? They may, for ought I know, be 
the Invention of Politick Men, compoſed at ſundry times to 
keep the Simple in Awe. However, it ſeemeth to me to be 
inconſiſtent with Reaſon, that Moſes could know how to write 
the Truth of Things done from the Beginning of the World, as 
you ſay, for I find he was not born until ſeveral Generations 
afterwards; And the Prophets, when and by whom they were 
wrote, to me is uncertain, And as for Fe/us Chriſt, how can 1 
be ſure that he is the Only Son of God, and Saviour of Mankind, 
by the Writings of a few of his own ignorant Servants, who, 


fome ſay, wrote them about twenty Years after his Death uch 


—— 
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which the Jews to this Day do not believe, neither am] ſatisfied 
with them. Again, I have read that the Old Teſtament was 
written originally in Hebrew, and the New Teſtament was 
written in the Greek or Syriac Languages; and how can I tell 
whether they are truly tranſlated or not? I have moſt Reaſon to 
believe the contrary ; for I perceive one Se& of Men take the 
Senſe of the Scriptures one way, and another Sect take the Senſe 
another way ; and there are fo many different Opinions amongft 
Men, that I know not which Party is in the Truth, and right 
on't: So that, in ſhort, I think it is the beſt and ſafeſt way 
not to trouble my Head nor mind any of em: A Pack of dull 
Stories! Therefore talk no more to me of ſuch Ungertainties, 
but let me hear what you can ſay or make Proof of a God by 
his Works, and better Reaſon. — 

Believ. neetly. Hah! Well, Sir, ſince you are not ſatisfied 
out of the Word of God, which you ſuffered me to mention in 
ſhort Terms only, I will, God willing, enlarge upon them, 
and anſwer your Objections againſt them in particular hereafter. 
Only, pray take Notice of this ſhort Hint, that the Holy Scriptures 
manifeitly declare the Being of a Supream God: And altho' ſome 
Religious Men may diſagree in ſome ſmall Matters of Senſe and 
Ceremony, yet they all unanimouſly agree, and acknowledge one, and 
the ſame, Supreme God, and Father of all, (Eph. iv. 6.) who ought 
to be fear d and worſhipped. And ſince you are not ſatisfied of 
the Being of a God out of his Holy Word, I will now proceed 


co ſhew my Almighty and Eternal Creator out of his Glorious 


Works. And, firſt, let us, groveling and ſtupid Creatures, look 
up to the Glorious Orbs, Order and Motions of the Heavens, 
and view the amazing Sun, Moon, and Stars innumerable, their 

eat Diſtance from us, all hanging in the open Air, . and hath 
. the Earth upon nothing, Job xxvi. 7. and by all Human 
Knowledge, and plain Demonſtration, we may know and conſider of 
their unmeaſurable Magnitude and Greatneſs, that many of 
them are many thouſand times greater than this whole Earth. 
Again, obſerve fite wonderful and amazing Order of their 
Courſes, ſupported, and continually governed, we know not 
how; we are ſure it muſt be by an Infinite Power, far above 
ours. Surely, theſe wonderful Things, which we ſee plainly 
with our own Eyes, are ſufficient to convince us, that there muſt be, 
and is, a Great Maker of them, whom we cathGod Almighty. 
Yea, Sir, view the glorious Sun in the Firmament, that great 
and amazing World of Fire; yea, view the Moon, and all the 
Stars, as ſo many Worlds of Light daily moving over our Heads, 
and, for ought we know to the contrary, \there may be living 
Inhabitants in all of them. Sir, the Heavens declare the Glory 
of God, and the Firmament ſheweth his Handywork, * 1. 
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Art and Power of Man cannot revive it again. 
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1 hope, Sir, you can't preſume to call theſe Things 
Uncertainties. 


Ath. roughly. No! I can't deny but that I can ſee the 
Motions of theſe ſmall Things, which you would mak: ſo great, 
and much of them; and if you have done with them, I will 
make Anſwer, you ſhall find, to ſome Purpoſe : But if you have 
any more to ſay on this Head, fay on, and I will anſwer all at 
once. | | 

Believ. meekly. Well, Sir, now again let us admire the pure 
Air, the Clouds, with terrible Thunder, and flaſhing Lighten- 
ing, Snow, Hail, Rain, and Storm; wherein often appeareth 
the terrible Light, and ſounds the dreadful Voice, of the 
Infinite Spirit of Almighty God. Again, view the Air, and 
upon the Earth, and in the Earth and Sea, there we find Life 
given to an innumerable Company of Creatures, alſo great Va- 
riety of Trees, Plants, Herbs, &c. Laſtly, let us look into 
ourſelves, and admire our wonderful Texture of Body, and 
Wiſdom of Mind, above all other Creatures ; yet we have no 
Power at all to give Life to the leaſt creeping Animal 


upon 
Earth; and yet we find Life is given, both to them and * And 


preſerved, we know not how, as long as the Author f 
of Life pleaſeth: And Life is taken from us again, ofti 
when we look not for it; neither wou'd we die, were it in our 
Power to hinder it. Conſider, Sir, what a ſmall Part a Man or 
Beaſt” can do towards producing another wonderful Creature, like 
himſelf ; but none but Almighty God can give the quickening 
Life. Again, admire the amazing Power of Almighty God, 
that from a fmall Seed of any Sort, there ſhou'd ariſe a vaſt 
Body, with Roots and Branches, and Seed in itſelf ; but if it 
pleaſe God to blaft the Growth, it withers and dies, and all the 
Now, Sir, to 
conclude this Point, ſeeing plainly that our own Conſciences, 
Eyes, and Senſes bear Witneſs of the 'Truth of all theſe Things, 
how can any reaſonable Man think or ſay there is no ? 
Now, Sir, what have you to ſay? Can you make, govern, and 
give Life and Motion to any of theſe 'Things ? 

Ath. roughly, Well! I muſt confeſs that you have ſtirred up 
my Senſes, &c. concerning theſe 'Things, which you have made 
ſo long an Oration about; and I, nor no Man can deny 
but that they appear viſible enough to mine own Eyes, and of which, 
I can't ſay, I ever thought or — ſo much before. But ſtill, 


doth it not viſibly appear to all Men, that the Order and Motion 
of one Thing produceth another, as the Courſe of the Sun pro- 
duceth Light and Heat, Day and Night, Summer and Winter, 
"Drought and Foul Weather? Again, the Motion and Order of 
$he Moon and Stars-produce — of the 8 
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auce Thunder and Lightening, Rain, Hail, Froſt, and Show, 
by Turns, and thereby nouriſheth the Earth, and all us Creatures 
therein: Again, one Living Creature, by the Natural Con- 
junction of Male and Female, naturally begetteth and bringeth 
forth another Living Creature of the ſame Kind, &c. and every 
Creature liveth as long and as well as naturally they can; and 
when grown old, they die, and there is an End of them, but 
always leave Young Ones ſufficient to propagate and continue 
their own Natural Kind; and no Man can deny the Truth of 
theſe Things, which daily appear to be true: Therefore, I con- 
clude that all theſe Things are the Produce of the Courſe of 
Nature. Sir, all Things came by Nature. Now, Sir, what 
can you ſay further, by way of Human Reaſon, againſt theſe 
Things? Now, where can you find your God, ha? 

Believ. meekly. Why, Sir, I muſt confeſs that Part of your 
Argument, concerning the Natural Courſe of Things, is true; 
that the Motions and Actions of one Creature naturally begetteth 
and bringeth forth another; and, amengſt the reſt, Mankind is 
produced and brought forth: But I hope you do not include 
Mankind amongſt the other Creatures, in your General Conclu- 
ſion, that when Man dieth, there is an End of him alſo; do 
you, Sir: 

Ath. roughly. Yes, Sir, for ought I know to the contrary : 
Why not, Sir ? | 

Believ. meekly. Hah !----I am ſorry you ſhould think ſc ; and 
yet it is no great Wonder, ſecing you deny the Being of a God. 
Ah, Sir, none is ſo blind as him who will not ſee, none ſo deaf 
as him as will not hear, none ſo ſtupid as him who will not 
conſider of thoſe great Concerns which chiefly produce his Life 
and Welfare. Now, Sir, ſince you are not ſatisfied of the Being 
of a God out of his Holy Word, and Glorious Works, I will 
endeavour to convince you of the Being of a God, by Human 
Reaſon, contain'd both in the Word and Works of Almighty 
God. [ Boldly.Þ* Now, pray, Sir, let me aſk you this one 
Queſtion : Pray, who was The Firft Mover of Life and Motion, 
and who was the Firſt Author of this Courſe of Nature, that gave 
Life and Motion to us, and all Living Creatures, and all viſible 
Things? 

Ath. amaz d. Hah ! -----Who was the Firſt Mover of Life 
and Motion, or the Author of this Courſe of Nature, ſay you? 
Let me ſee.----Who was the Firſt Mover ?----Hah !----Confound 


it.-----Hah ! -----Who was the Firſt ? ----- Why, truly, Sir, I 
can't tell at preſent.-----Why, I never heard, or read, or thought 
of ſuch a Queſtion before.-----Heyday !-----Who was the Firſt ?--- 


Believ. friles. Why, Sir, do you think that the Firſt Mover 
of Life and Motion, and the Courſe of Nature, and all viſible 
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Act II. The Sacred Tragedy. 9 


Things, came by Chance ?----Ha ! ha! ha !----Is mum chance! 
Such a rare Workman ! | 
Ath. dampt. No !---- Truly, I can't think ſo neither.----I 


don't know what to think, or fay to it. except I don't 


know what.------I think this is a confounding hard Queſtion. 
What Mortal ever thought of ſuch a Queſtion as this? for I 
never did before, Pray, Sir, how do you anſwer this new 
Queſtion ? i | 

Believ. bo/dly. Why, Sir, my Anſwer is this, That I know, 
think, and believe that He, who was the Fir/t Mover of Life and 
Motion, and the Firſt Author of this Courſe of Nature, that gave 
Life and Motion to us, and all Living Creatures, and all viſible 
Things, is the Almighty and Everlaſting GOD; Him, whom 
you have denied to believe in: And this Great God hath ex- 
preſly told us the ſame, in his very firſt Precept of his Holy 
Word; In the Beginning, God created the Heavens and the 
Earth, Gen, i. 1. and ſoon, through the whole Hiſtory of his 
Creating us, and all 'Things therein ; and that He, who begat 
and began all Things, is God. Now, pray, Sir, conſider, and 
aſk yourſelf this one Queſtion : How came I to be a Living 
Creature? A Man ? Why, you will readily anſwer, I was begat 
by my Father and Mother. Again, How came they to be ? 
Why, the ſame Anſwer is ſufficient, through the whole Race of 
Mankind: And fo, in your own Mind, you may trace backward, 
Which was the Son of Abraham, which wwas the Son of Iſaac, 
which was the Son of Jacob, &c. until you trace backward, in 
that manner, to the firſt Man and Woman, whom God named 


Adam and Ewe. Then, pray, Sir, aſk yourſelf this Queſtion ; 


Who begat the firſt Man and Woman ? Now, Sir, you, and I, 
and all Men, very well know that it is not long ſince we had our 
Beginning ; and that it is but a little Time fince we had no Being, 
nor no Life, nor Knowledge of any 'Thing at all : Therefore, 
vir, you, and I, and all Men muſt reaſonably conclude with this 
Anſwer, That He, who begat, or began, or created the firſt 
Angel, Man and Woman, or the firſt Living Creature, muſt be 
He, or One who had no Beginning at all, Eternal : And Heit 
is, Who is the Almighty and Everlaſting God, who hath created 
all Things, both in Heaven and Earth. Pſalm xc. Before ever 


the Earth or the World was made, thou art God from Everlaſting, 


and World without End. Yea, Sir, the Great God is the Fit 
Mower of all Life and Motion, yea, the Firſt Author of the Courſe 
of Nature; who gave Life and Motion to us, and all Living 
Creatures, and all viſible 'Things. Now, Sir, I hope you per- 
2 and will believe, and confeſs that there is an Eternal 
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Ath. milder. Hah f----Why, Sir, if there be a God, who 
was the firſt Mover of Life and Motion, and the firſt Author of 
the Courſe of Nature, that gave Life and Motion to us, and all 
Living Creatures, and all viſible Things, as you ſay, pray, who 
begat or brought him forth, or how came God to be alive at 
firſt, I wonder ? 

Believ. meeckly. Ah! Sir, God is not only Almighty to create 
and bring forth Mankind, and all Living Creatures, and all viſible 
Things, but he muſt be, and is, Eternal alſo ; that is, God had 
no Beginning, and conſequently can have no Ending. For pray 
conſider, Sir, that you, nor I, nor any Man whatſoever, can 
reaſonably think, believe, or ſay, that ever there was ſuch a 
Time when there was no God, no Life nor Motion ſubſiſting or 
in Being; but that Life and Motion lay in like a dark Bottomleſs 
Pit, fait aſleep: No, ſurely. 

Ath. milder, and dampt. Why, Sir, if ever there was ſuch a 
Time, when there was no Life nor Motion ſubſiſting, but that all 
Things lay in a deep Sleep, then the firſt Mover of Life and 
Motion muſt ariſe----I don't know how perhaps by Chance 
Or I don't know what to make on't----perhaps----Hey go mad -- 
This firſt Mover confounds all-----Oh ! perhaps the World and 
Courſe of Nature, that gives Life and Motion to us, and all 
Living Creatures, and all viſible Things, may be Eternal. 
 Hah!- --But then there muſt be a firſt Mover, you'll ſay, and he 
muſt bea God. Well, I don't know what to ſay ; I muſt con- 
fider on't. : 

Belicv. meek/y. Well, Sir, I think you are put to the ſtand 
at laſt. Now, pray conſid er ſeriouſly. Ah! Sir, as for Chance, 
you may as well ſay, that ſuch a fine Church, or Houſe, or 
Clock, or Watch, or any other curious Machine, that all tke 
carved Stones, and all other Materials that compoſe the Whole, 
flew all together by Chance, or by Nature, without the Help of 
any Workmen, and therefore muſt be Natural and Eternal, as 
fay the Heayens, and Earth, and all Things therein, are the 
Effect of Nature or Chance, without the Help of the Great 
Creator, God Almighty, who is Eternal, and the firſt Mover of 
Life and Motion in us, and all Living Creatures, and all viſible 
Things. | 

Ath. milder. Pray, Sir, if there be a God, what Sort of 
8 is he, for I have never heard his Voice, nor ſeen his 
Shape ? 

Belicv. meekly. Sir, God is a Spirit, John iv. 24. and the 
Father of Spirits, yea, the firſt Mover of all Spirits, of Life 
and Motion; but he hath no Bodily Shape, to be ſeen with 
Human Eyes; and we may hear his terrible Voice in the 


Fr under, and ſee him in his Holy Word, and Glorious Works; 
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and God is no Creature, but the Creator of all Things both 
viſible and inviſible: And in the next World we ſhall ſee him as 
he is. Now, Sir, I hope I have found out and ſhew'd you my 
Great and Eternal God; now, I hope, you'll further conſider of 
and believe in his Holy Word and Glorieus Works. Pray, Sir, 
what have you to ſay for yourſelf now ? 

Ath. ſeriouſly, What? Why, truly, you have brought ſome 
Thoughts into my Mind, which I can't ſay I ever had before, 
except ſome ſimple Notions which have happened amongſt my 
Sottiſh Companions, of this Nature, f there be à God, how 
came he to be at firſt? The common Anſwer has been, I can't 
tell, what have wwe to do auith that, leave that to the Parſon of 
the Pariſp: Hang it, drop it, away with this dull Diſcourſe ; 
drink about, Boys, 8&c. But now I think I muſt conſider a little 
further on't, and give you my Anſwer at our next Meeting, and 
ſo fare you well. [Exit Atheiſt muttering.} Now I have ſome- 
thing to think on: This Firſt Mover of Life and Motion is a 
cunning Turn, i'faith! Hah! 

Believ. meekly. Pray, Sir, before you go, let me adviſe a few 
Words, That you will abſtain from Drunkenneſs, Gaming, and 
Bad Company, &c. for that is the firſt Step to Repentance, and 
Confideration of ſuch great and neceſſary Truths, ſuch as the 
Being of a God, and of his Holy Word and Glorious Works, &c. 

Ath. roughly. Well! I will if I can, that I may think of 
ſomething to match you at our next Meeting. [Goes away.} 

Believ. bo/dly. Pray, Sir, do your beſt, and meet me again as 
ſoon as you pleaſe. Now, Sir, farewel, and I wiſh you well. 

Believ. alone, ſmiling. Ha !-----I think I have ſtopt his ban- 
tering Diſcourſe now, and brought him to the Point of Confider 
ation. I hope, by the Help of God's Grace, I ſhall gain this 
my Companion Diſputant to a True Believer ; but I am the moſt 
afraid of his running into bad Company, and thereby he will be 
hardened by ill Advice and bad Examples, which are too apt to 
keep us from ſerious Thoughts of better Things. Hah !---What 
Good can a Man think of in bad Company? None at all. Hah !--- 
Too much of exceſſive Drinking and Revelling, Gaming, and 
Swearing, and Lying, &c. Serious Diſcourſe of God, and 
Religion, and Goodneſs, &c. are all accounted by bad Men all 
dull Stories and Melancholy. For I fear that there are too many 
Men in this World, altho' they may profeſs to believe in God, yet in 
their Works they deny him, being dead in their Treſpaſſes and 
Sins. Hah!-----If Men would but conſider who was the Firf 
Mewver of Liſe and Motion, ſurely they could not deny the Bein 
of the Almighty and Eternal God. But inſtead of fearing an 
ſerving God for everlaſting Rewards, they rather wiſh that there 
was no God to puniſh them. Lord, help me to anſwer to his 
next Objections. Exit Believer.] 
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Ath. alone, conſidering. Hah !----Who was the Firſt Mover 
of Life and Motion ? Hah !----This Queſtion puzzles us muzzling, 
drunken Atheifts all. We ſee the Sun, Moon and Stars daily 
Motion over our Heads, and becauſe that 1s ſo common to us, 
we never trouble our Heads who is the Maker and Firſt Mover of 
them, and us, and all Living Creatures, and all viſible 'Things. 
Hah !----There muſt be an Eternal God, and whether he knows 
or troubles his Head with what ws Creatures do on Earth, I 
don't know: Sure he do's not; for one Creature here naturally 
begets and brings forth another, and every one lives as long and 
as well as he can, and then dies, and there is an End of them. Now 
Ihave been amongſt my old Companions, and gave them a little Touch 
of this Firſt Mover of Life and Motion, &c. expecting to put 


them into the ſame Conſideration with me, that, perhaps, they 


might either help me out ſome ways or other to anſwer this Point 
to the Purpoſe, or elſe evade it in ſome reaſonable Manner; but 
they will not conſider on't, or elſe they wou'd be confounded as 
well as me.-----Hah ! ----TKis Firſt Mover !-----But, inſtead of 
helping, they begin to ſneer me: What, 7s this your ſpeedy Con- 
gueſt you boaſted of before-hand, jack? You have receiv'd the 
Foil yourſelf; Mr. Hypocrite has given you the Turn, Jack. 
Ha, ha, ha! And ſo they run on in their old Method to divert 
it of, Whoo! What's the Matter now ? What, the dull Story 
has taken hold of you now Come, newer mind it, the more you 
think on't the more you may, and be never the forwarder ; it's 
only the old melancholy Story over again; let us have no more of 
your Nonſenſe.----Drop it; drink about, Boys; flart another 
Coney; Jack, die hard; never fear, we all all do well enough 
at laſt. And indeed I have been almoſt carry'd away with 
them again; for, in Truth, Drunkenneſs, Gaming, Revelling, 
and ſuch- like Practices, are ſo much in Faſhion, that he is ac- 
counted no Man by them who will not comply with them, to 
run into the ſame Exceſs of Riot with them: But ſtill, when I 
am by myſelf e in ſober Thoughts, to ſay the Truth, I cannot 
get over this Point of the Firſt Mover of Life and Motion. 
Hah !----We had a Beginning, but who was the Beginner of us? 
I cannot imagine or think: We could not come by Chance; 
No! And Nature could not begin without a Firſt Mover of 
Life; No! Hah! Who can deny this Firſt Mover of Life 
and Motion? Suppoſe I ſhould ſay that the Heavens and 
Earth and all Things therein were a Courſe of Nature from 
all Eternity, ſtill there muſt be a Firſt Mover of 
Life and Motion, and he to be ſure muſt be Eternal alſo. 
Hah !-----But it is not long ſince that I had no Being nor 
Knowledge of any Thing; and e're it be long I muſt die and 
loſe my Being and Knowledge again. Vain Man! Then 
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Act II. The Sacred Tragedy. 13 


it is out of Man's Power to make ſuch Things as are made. 
Hah !------Therefore I muſt confeſs, and cannot deny, without 
offering Violence to my own Reaſon, let the Event prove what 
it will: For a Firſt Mover of Life and Motion there muſt be, 
who was the firſt Author of the Courſe of Nature, and gave 
Life and Motion to us, and all Living Creatures, and all viſible 
Things ; and he malt be a Powerful and Eternal God. Hah !---- 
What have we drunken, muzzling Fools been thinking on, that 
we could not ſee a God in his glorious Works of the Heavens 
and Earth: Tho” theſe Things are common to us, and we 
Creatures proceed amongſt one another, like a Courſe of Nature ; 
yet there muſt be a Firſt Mover and Maker of them, Hah !---- 
And this Firſt Mover could not come by Chance; No. Well !--- 
I am put to the ſtand, before I am aware. See what Knowledge 
a Man may get by ſerious Thinking! Hah !-----Well, I know 
my old Companions will ſneer me, that I am conquered, that I 
have yielded too ſoon, &c. but I defy them all to give a ſuffici- 
ent Reaſon to the contrary : For it ſignifies nothing to belch and 
banter it off, for we ſhall all find a God at laſt; and how he 
will order it with us Men upon Earth, I do not yet know.-------- | 
Well! I will once more go to ſeek for this Believer, and hear 
what he will ſay further about the Word and Works of God ; 
for, in ſhort, a God there muſt be, and there may be more in 
his Word and Works than I have hitherto conſidered or taken 


any Notice of. Hah !-----What muſt we all do now! There is 
2a God. Exit Atheiſt, 
The End of the ſecond AF. 
ACT N. 


SCENE Believer and Atheiſt walking in the 
Field. 8585 


Atheiſt confeſſetb the Being of an Eternal GO P. 


Believer meekly. 

IR, I am very glad to have your Company in this ſober 
Retirement : I hope you're in good Health. | 

Ath. milder. Yes, Sir, I thank you, I am ſo, and I hope 
you are the ſame, | 

Believ. Yes, Sir, I thank God, I am. Pray, Sir, have 
you conſidered of that Affair (as you propoſed) concerning the 
Being of a God? Pray, what think you now of this Firit 
Mover of Life and Motion ? | 

| D Ath, 
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14 The Sacred Tragedy. Bock I. 


Ath. /oberly. Ves, Sir, I have had a Sort of a Conflict within 
myſelf about it, which indeed has hindeied me of ſome Sleep: 
And I could not forbear going amongſt my old Companions, 
Where meeting with merry, pleaſant, and faſhionable Diverſions 
of a hearty Cup, diverting Game, tattling Diſcourſe, and 
merry Actions common thereto, they have made me ſometimes 
pretty eaſy about it. And indeed I did once mention the Point 
of the Being of a God, as the Firſt, Mover of Life and Motion; 
but they ſoon damp'd me, after the common Manner : There- 
fore, for ſome Reaſons, I thought to myſelf, why ſhould I for- 
ſake the preſent Pleaſures any more than others, or trouble my 
Head, any more than they, whether there be a God or not? 
For, thought I, ſure I ſhall fare as well as they, &c. and ſo go 
on in my old Courſe ſtill. But, to ſay the Truth, when I come 
to ſober Thoughts, &c. I cannot get over this Point of the Firſt 
Mover of Lite and Motion; therefore, with great Shame to 
myſelf, I muſt confeſs that there is certainly a God, yea, an 
Immortal God, who was the Firſt Mover of Life and Motion 
and the Courſe of Nature in us, and all Living Creatures, and 
all viſible Things. : | 

Believ. joy/u/7, Now, dear Sir, I am overjoyed to hear your 
reaſonable Concluſion : My Joy is not for Conqueſt's Sake, but 
for that my Eternal Creator has furniſhed me with ſuch a Thought, 


that He is the Firſt Mover of Life and Motion in us, and all 


Living Creatures, and all viſible Things; and has thereby aſſiſted 
me to convert a Brother to the {ame Belier alſo. Now to the 


only King eternal, immortal, inviſible, and only wiſe God, be all 


Lonour, glory, and praiſe, now and for ever. Amen. 1 Tim. i. 17. 
Now, Sir, I hope I ſhall have no more Reaſon to call you an 
Atveift, but a Convert. 


Ah. ſoberly. Sir, I think you have converted me in this 


Point, and I heartily thank you for it. 


Believ. mee#ly. Pray, Sir, give no Thanks to me, but let us 
give all Thanks, Glory and Praiſe to Him who was the First 


' Meer of Life aud Motion, the Almighty and Eternal God, 


v-ho hath created us and all Things, and for his Pleaſure we and 
they are and were created: I herefore, to his Holy Name be all 
Honour, Glory, and Praiſe, both now and for evermore, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. Now, Sir, I hope you 
will not only continue in the firm Belief of a God, but you will 


eiileavour to convert others to the ſame Belief alſo; and confirm 


your own ard others Belief in God, by living in Fear and 


Awe of him, and keep his Commandments all the Days of your 


Life: And that you will further conſider ſeriouſly of his Glorious 
Works and Holy Word, wherein you will find what great 


Mercies and Piamiſes this Great and Immortal God hath pro- 
miſed 
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Act III. The Sacred Tragedy. 1 5 
miſed to all true Believers and obedient Servants in this World, 
and the Eternal Rewards of real Happineſs with himſelf in 
Heaven, in the World or Life to come; but that he will con- 
demn all Unbelievers and diſobedient Servants into eternal 
Puniſhment in Hell. 

Convert dampt again. Hah !-----What do you talk of now, 
Sir? What, a World to come! Hah !-----I am no ſooner ſettled 
in one Point, to believe in a God, but you begin to torment me 
with another, Which is worſe, a World or a Life to come, for 
ever and ever. Hah [!----- How can that be, Sir? Tho? we be- 
lieve in a God, yet don't you think that, according to the 
Courſe of Nature, Man, who has received Life and Being 
amongſt the other Creatures, doth not die, and there is an End 
of him as well as them? Yea, ſurely ; for God has appointed a 
Courſe of Nature amongſt his Creatures, that one begets and 
brings forth another, and every one liveth as long and as well as 


he can, and then he dieth, and there is an End of them, | 


hBeliev. meektly, No, Sir, God forbid that I ſhould think fo; 


for then we need not fear, nor care, nor trouble our Heads 
whether there is a God or not, nor Devil neither, nor how we 
live, nor how or when we ſhall die: Yea, ſuch a Belief ſets all 
the holy Laws of God at Defiance, and declares all his Promiſes 
and Threatenings to be all in vain ; yea, it declares Man to be a 
lawleſs Creature, to live in open Rebellion againſt his Creator, 
God Almighty, and Man a Savage Deſtroyer of his own Kind 
and all other Creatures of God's Creation, and all Juſtice and 
Equity as vain Things ; and what Confuſion would this World, 
nay, all the Creation, be in then? Ah, Sir, as certainly as 
there is a God, which you cannot deny, fo I believe that this 
Great God will as certainly bring every Man and Woman into 
E and reward every one according to their Works; the 

ighteous he will reward with everlaſting Happineſs, and the 


Wicked he will puniſh with everlaſting Miſery. 


Convert confis'd. Nay, if this be true, then I am worſe 
than ever. Whoo ! there can be nothing in this! Where am I 
now? Why, now I am worſe than before I believed in a God; 
and to drive that Belief from my Thoughts again, I cannot do 
it; and if I could, yet certainly there is an Immortal God: And 
if the Caſe be ſo, that I muſt be rewarded or puniſhed, accord- 
ing to my Deſerts, for ever and ever, Hah !-----I have Reaſon 
enough to fear my Caſe will be Puniſhment. Whoo! Now I 
may as well go on in my old Courſe ftill, and partake of the 
preſent Pleaſures while I may live and have them, for everlafting 
Puniſhment will come ſoon enough, and then I can be no 
worſe: Even ſo come on, Boys, let us partake of the preſent 
Pleaſures of this World while we may, and account thg 


D 2 Puniſhment 


16 The Sacred Tragedy. Book !. 


Puniſhments of the World to come all a Fable. Therefore, Mr. 
Hypocrite, fare you well, and all your dull Stories with you. 
Believ. boldly. Pray, dear Sir, before you go, hear me a few 
Words. I hope you are confirmed into the Belief of an Eternal 
God; take Notice, that h, Devils believe this, and tremble, | 
and that for want of Hopes of Mercy from God, whom they $ 
have offended and diſobey'd, and for fear of Eternal Puniſhment 
for the ſame, which you ſeem to fear alſo, But Man has Hopes 
while alive apon Earth, and that there will be Degrees of Re- 
wards and Puniſtments: Therefore, let me tell you, for Man to 
believe in God, as the Fir/ft Mover of Life and Motion, ſo that 
is the ſirſt principal Mover to all Religion and Obedience, to 
ſerve and pleaſe God, according to his holy Will and Command- 
ments, in this World, which is the only Pleaſure we are capable 
of here, and the only Way to obtain his Everlaſting Mercies and 
Rewards, and ſhun his Everlaſting Puniſhments in the World to 
cone. Again, take Notice, that God is merciful and long- 
fuferivg, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to Kepentance, and be ſaved: Therefore do not deſpair of 
kis Goodre!s and Mercy, but pray to him for it; repent and 
forſake Sin; endenvour to lead a new Life; ſeriouſly read his 5 
Holy Word ; in ſnort, fear God, and keep his Commandments, for 6 
this is the whole Duty of Man. Eccleſ. xii. 4. God will bring 15 
wery Work into Judgment, with every ſecret Thing, whether it 3 
. be good, or whether it be evil, ſaith the Wiſe Man: Therefore, os 
take his Advice, and abſent from bad Company, and then never 50 
fear but you may do well enough ſtill at laſt, Now, Sir, fare 
you well, and I wiſh you well; and I ſhould be glad of your 
Company to diſcourſe on ſuch Great and Divine Truths any other 
Time. x 
Convert roughly. Well, I hope there is nothing in't of this PO 
World to come ; yet, perhaps, I may conſider on't ſome other #) 
leiſure Time, and anſwer all your preciſe dull Stories. 5 55 
3 Exit Convert. 
Believ. boldly. Pray, Sir, do your beſt, and I will be ready 
for you; and remember that God is merciful, if Sinners are peni- 
tent, and turn in time, Atheiſt goes off ſullenly. 
" Believ. alone. Hah !-----What a ſhameful Story is it that a 
Man would fain perſuade himſelf and others that he ſhall die 
like a Beaſt, and there is an End of him! TI rather choſe to 
omit enlarging upon the Holy Word and Works of God at preſent, 
and give him a ſhort Warning of the Immortality of the Soul of 
Man and a Future State, and of Everlaſting Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, to put a Stop to the Career of his ſinful Courſe of Life, 
leſt Death ſhould prevent our further Reaſoning together, I 
thought it would put him into a Conſternation and Amaze at 
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Act III. The Sacred Tragedy. 17 


firſt, but hope by Degrees to bring him to the Point of Conſi- 
deration. I am afraid he will be very ſtubborn, and hard to be 
convinced in this Great and Divine Truth, becauſe it contradicts 
the vain and unlawful Pleaſures, Pomps and Vanities, and Gain 
of this World. Lord help me to anſwer all his Obje&ions ! 
Exit Believer. 
Ath. alone. Hah l- --A World to come! Who can believe 
it? For I have never ſeen it, nor he, nor any Man elſe, as L 
know of; and if any Man be gone thither, he never comes 
again to tell us whether there is one or not; and yet 
methinks I can't help being a little afraid on't. Hah !----I can't 
tell what to ſay to it. I muſt conſider on't. 
Exit Atheiſt, 


The End of the third Ad, and firſt Book, 
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BOOK I. 


ACT IF: 


SCENE Believer and Atheiſt meeting in the 


Field. 


Atheiſt objects againſt a Future State. 


Atheiſt roughly. 

E LL, Mr. Pretender, how is it with you To-day ? 
wW I think you are always for avoiding the Company, 
g  Bufinefs; Pleaſures, and Gain of Life; and give your- 
ſelf up to Solitude, Idleneſs, Melancholy, Pain, and Poverty to 
Death, by wandering alone, and pondering after ſome dull and 

melancholy Stories. Man, what doſt thou mean and aim at ? 
Believ. meekly. Sir, I hope I endeavour to labour, at proper 
'Times, to diſcharge my Duty to myſelf and others, what 1s 
convenient for the preſent World; and at leiſure time and proper 
Opportunities I love to retire myſelf from this World, as much 
as I can, to meditate and contemplate with my God, and con- 
ſider how I may beſt ſerve and pleaſe him, that I may be 
Eternally happy in the World to come : And this is the greateſt 
leaſure and Satisfaction that I can perceive or find in this pre- 

ſent World. Se 


Atheiſt 
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Atheiſt razghly. Ha [-----What you. ſtill inſiſt upon't, that 
there will be a Life and World to come; and how. will you 
rove that? For you have never ſeen it, nor I neither; and 
if any one be gone thither, they never come again to tell us 
whether there is one or not: And, for my Part, I ſee no Diffe- 
rence, but that a Man dies like a Beaſt, and there is an End of 
him as well as them. Sure, if the World to come was true, 
ſome Friend or other wou'd come again and tell us, and then 
we might have ſome Certainty of it; but as they do not, ſurely 
there is none. What think you, Sir? 

Believ. meekly. Sir, I think, and firmly believe, that there 
is an Eternal God; ſo alſo I as firmly believe that there will be 
a Future State, wherein this Great God will Eternally reward all 
Righteous Perſons in Heaven, and. Eternally puniſh all Wicked 
Perſons. in Hell, for ever and ever; and our Great Creator, 
God himſelf, hath plainly forewarn'd and told us of it himſelf 
in his Holy Word ; what better Meſſenger can Man expe&? And 
we may plainly ſee it in our own Reaſon ; what better Evidence 
can Man expect, than God's Spirit of Truth within him? 
Therefore, Teig we have the Declaration of the Great God 
himſelf, in his Holy Word, Maſes and. the Prophets; nay, we 
have. the Evidence of Almighty God's Only Son Fe/us Chrift,; 
who came down from Heaven on purpoſe to tell us, and died tor 
our Sins, and roſe again from the Dead for our Juſtification; and 
the Evidence of his Holy Apoſtles, Diſciples, and Believers, 
who were Eye and Ear - Witneſſes to the Truth of theſe Things z 
and our own Conſciences bear Witneſs of the ſame; let us hear 
them, and be content, and believe them: But to expect a Meſ- 
ſenger from the Dead (of Mankind) is certainly very unreaſon- 
able. For conſider, Sir, that if we will not believe, nor be 


perſuaded by the Great Creator, God himſelf, how is it poſſible 
we ſhould be perſuaded to believe a Man, a Creature, 7h“ one 
roſe from the Dead, Again, conſider, Sir, the Impoſſibility z- 
for except the Great Creator ſends, what Creature can come? Again, 
conſider the Improbability.; for what Man or Woman, who are 
placed in an Everlaſting State of Happineſs in Heaven, wou'd be 
willing to leave it, and come down to this miſerable Earth, to 
tell Mankind the ſame News which he knoweth his Great Creator, 
God himſelf, daily declares, by Maſes and the Prophets, yea, 
by his Only Son Jeſus Chriſt, and his Holy Apoſtles, Diſciples, 
Miniſters, and Believers. And as for thoſe Men or Women, 
who are already dead, and condemn'd to their deſerved Puniſh- 
ment in Hell, I need ſay no more than this, That they would 
be glad to come again, if they could but have that Liberty, 
Hah !-----But there is a great Gulph fixed between Hell and 
Heaven, and Earth alſo, that there is no paſſing to one another, 


Wherefore, 
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Wherefore, Sir, ſeeing we are encompaſſed with ſo great a Cloud 


of Witneſſes (Hah ! ----how frequently may we read and hear of 


Heaven and Hell, Everlaſting Rewards and Everlaſting Puniſh- 
ments, by the Holy Scriptures. Hah !-----Confider, Sir, the 
laſt Judgment, that the Wicked ſhall go into Everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment, and the Righteous into Life Eternal, Matt. Mv. 46. 
Again, the Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and all the Nations 


which forget God, Pf. ix. 17. Again, as for the Righteous, it 
fall go well with bim; but wo to the Wicked, it Hall go ill 
ewith them; Iſa. iii. 10, 11. And many more Precepts contain'd 


in the Holy Word of God, to the ſame Purpoſe.) Therefore let 
as lay aſide every Weight, and the Sin which doth ſo eafily beſet 
ag, and run with Patience the Race (of God's Commandments) 
which is ſet before us; looking for the bleſſed Hope of Honour, and 


Immortality, and Eternal Life; 1 John 11. 25. Now, Sir, 


what have you to ſay againſt the glorious Proofs 6f Immortality ? 
Oh! how often may Eternal Life be found in the Hol 
Scriptures. | | 

Ath. roughly. What? Why, I fay your long Orations con- 
found me; and I think a Friend and Meſſenger from the Dead 
would be far a much greater and better Proof than all or any of 
theſe you have mentioned ; or could a Man but go and but once 
peep into Heaven or Hell, and there ſee the Souls of Friends 
departed, then that would be a full Satisfaction to ſome Purpoſe, 
far beyond all other Doubts and Uncertainties. 

Believ. meekly. Hah !--Pray conſider, Sir; ſuppoſe Almighty God 
ſhould grant your unreaſonable Requeſt, and ſend the Spirit of a 
Friend departed to tell you that there are certainly ſuch Places 
as Heaven and Hell, and Eternal Rewards and Puniſhments, 
what greater Reaſon could you have to believe that Spirit any 
more than the Spirit of God, his Son Teſs Chriſt, and Moſes and 
the Prophets, &c. For you would rather be ſtruck with Fear and 
Amazement, if not frightened out of your Senſes, which would 
conſequently bring on many Doubts ; Was this a true Meſſenger, 
or was it not ſome Cheat from another to frighten me? Or was I 
truly awake, or was it not ſome frightful Dream? Again, 
ſuppoſe you ſhould be caught up and ſhewed Heaven and the 
Happineſs of the Righteous, and Hell and the Puniſhment of 
the Wicked, ſtill you would be full of Fear and Amazement, 
Doubts and Scruples ; Was I truly awake, and this a true Jour- 
ney and Sight, or was I in ſome Trance or frightful Dream? 


In ſhort, you would be in ſo many Fears and Doubts yourſelf, 


that it would be impoſſible for you to perſuade others to believe. 
And laſtly,” for what Reaſon can you expect that Almighty God 
ſhould work ſuch great Miracles to convert you above all the reſt 
of Mankind ? | 4 
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A = Ath. /oberly. Why, none at all. And truly, Sir, to let you 
now a little more of my Mind, I have remembered at ſome 
times what I have heard from my Parents and Miniſters, and 
pthers, of ſome ſmall Hints of the Being of a God, and Heaven 
and Hell, and Everlaſting Rewards and Puniſhments : But, truly, 
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Po "he Hurry of the World, and the Company I have happened to 
6 ůneet with, did too much ſmother and drive away all ſuch Thoughts, 
12 hey being inconſtent with the unlawful Pleaſures and Gain of 
it his World; therefore, while I did not believe in God, or, at 
d Feaſt, did not mind whether there was any God or not, you may 
1 be ſure that I never minded to ſerve and pleaſe him: But now J 
ft now there is a God, and an Immortal One too; this I am 
3) ſatisſied in, and my Mind has been thankful both to him and 
4 1 vou upon that Account. But if it be true, as you ſay, that there 
F, will be a World to come, wherein this Great God will reward 
? por puniſh every Man according to his Works in this World; 
y why, this Thought puts me into all the Horror and Confuſion 


"2 imaginable. [Atheiſt ade, alone.] For I know I have been a 
wicked Blaſphemer againſt God, and all Religion and virtuous 
Living; and not only ſo, but I have been a very wicked Liver, 
-X too bad to mention; and therefore my Caſe mult be ſo deſperate 
Concerning this World or Life to come, that I know not what 
*X to ſay or do. Hah! -- -A God there muſt be, but a Life of 
- Everlaſting Puniſhment to come, ſure this cannot be true, ſure 
this is only ſome feigned Story, to keep the Simple in Awe. 1 
2 find you Believers have ſomething to think on more than I was 
aware of; yet they have ſome faithful Hope and Reaſon, or 
7 elſe they would never forſake the preſent Pleaſures and Gain of 
= this World (as they commonly do) for Uncertainty in the next 
World. No. [Atheiſt returns ſoberly.] And I muſt needs ſay, 
that if the World to come of Everlaiting Puniſhments be true, 
4 it's Time for all Men to look better about them than they 
commonly ſeem to do. Perhaps I may conſider on't a little 
more ſome leiſure Time, and return you an Anſwer to what you 
have ſaid ſome other Opportunity. So fare you well. Hah !-- - 
$ A World to come! Puniſhment for ever and ever! Sure it's. all 
a Fable Atheilt <valks off muttering. 
= Believ. bo/dly. Pray, Sir, before you go, hear me a few 
Words. | 
— Ath. haſtily. Sir, I think I have heard enough from you 
already, to employ my Thoughts as long as I live, - and that's 
enough. a 
Hheliev. bo/d!y, Dear Sir, I will ſpeak but little by way of 
Advice: I hope your Caſe is not yet deſperate; our God is 
. x merciful, (as J told you before) long-ſuffering, and of great 
==X Goodneſs ; zot avilling that any ſpould periſb, but that all /pould 
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come to Repentance, and be ſaved. Therefore, Sir, pray earneſtly 
to Almighty God, to forgive your Crimes paſt ; and for his 
Grace to ſtrengthen your Faith, and amend your Courſe of Life, 
Sir, mind your own Buſineſs honeſtly at home; ſtrive againſt all 
immoderate Deſires of the World; abſtain from exceſſive Drink- 
ing, and prophane Swearing, and from all bad Company, that 
are too frequent at "Taverns, Alehouſes, Playhouſes, Mobs, and 
Publick Diverſions ; and avoid Gaming, Dancing, and finging 
lewd Songs, the Ringleaders of Pride and Debaucheries : In 
ſort, put filthy Communications out of your Mouth, Col. iii. 8, 
and have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, 
but rather reprove them, Eph. v. 11. For all ſuch Company, 
Places and Actions are very deſtructive to ſerious Thoughts about 
better Things: And I know, by my own ſorrowful Experience, 


that the Devil, the World and the Fleſh commonly will get the 


upper Hand in an Alehouſe, amongſt ſuch Practices and Company. 
Now, Sir, farewel; and I pray God to give you his Grace, 
that you may ſeriouſly think on theſe 'Things, | 

Ath. Hah !----A World to come 

Goes off in Silence, uneaſy, &c. 

Believ. boldly. Sir, I will make bold to call of you at ſome 
convenient Opportunity : In the mean time, remember God is 
merciful. 

Ath. roughly. You may call, if you pleaſe ; but if there be 
a Life of Puniſhment to come, I duubt Mercy's paſt with me. 

Exit Atheiſt. 

Believ. alone, meditating, Hah !-- --My Companion is gone 
away, ſeemingly in a very diſconſolate Condition. Hah !------ 
See what we are, when dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, and awaked 
before we are aware, and then can ſee nothing but a fearful 
looking for of Judgment, and the fiery Indignation of an offended 
God ! 
this World; and how difficult it is to perſuade us to believe in 
God, and his Service, and a Future State! I myſelf have had 
ſome Conflicts on theſe Accounts, and I believe but few eſcape 
them : But, praiſed be the Lord, he hath hitherto ſupported and 


helped me through them; and I will pray and hope fer his con- 


tinual Help, to enable me thro* all my Conflicts and Combats 
with all my Enemies, wiz. Sin, the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil; and that I ſhall continue my Lord and Saviour Fe/us 


Chriſt's faithful Soldier and Servant unto my Life's End. Amen. © lei 
Now J am very ſorry and much concerned for my Fellow- 7 Th "E 
Diſputant, yea, I pity him: I am afraid he will turn a reſolute wy 
Reprobate, or a ſtupid Sot, through Deſpair, and thereby throw =-” . 


How unwilling we are to foriake the vain Pleaſures of 
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Man than I find he has been for Time paſt ; and if ſo, I ſhall be 
very glad: I will call of him, and, by the Help of God's 
Grace, help comfort him through his Conflicts, and hope to 
gain him to a True Believer; for theſe Great and Divine 
Truths, the Being of a God, his Only Son Jeſus Chrift, and 
Faith in his Holy Word of a Future State of Everlaſting Re- 


| — and Puniſhments, muſt be chiefly conſidered of, and 


pelieved in, and kept in View, like the Pole Star by careful 
Travellers, to direct and guide our Lives and Converſations 


„ 


through the troubleſome Storms and Tempeſts of this wicked 


World, to avoid the Rocks and whirling Gulphs of Sin and 


Eternal Heaven, where wwe would be. 


Wickedneſs, (on which, I fear, too many unwary 'Travellers 

riſh) and to conduct us ſafe through our Voyage to the 
Lord ! help me to anſwer 
all his Objections againſt theſe Divine Truths, that I may con- 
vince and confirm him and others in the Belief of them, to my 


Almighty Creator's and Redeemer's Honour and Glory, and my 
own Eternal Salvation; and this I humbly beg, through 7e/us 
briſt, our Lord. Amen, 


Ath. alone, confidering. Hah !----- What a Multitude of 
Thoughts has this Believer brought into my Head ! and what 


will be the Iſſue or Event of them, or whether I ſhall have 


Cauſe to bleſs or curſe him, and the Day I met with him and 
his Diſconrſe, I don't yet know: However, methinks I am 


obliged to him for bringing me to the Knowledge of a God, 
the Firſt Mover of Life and Motion, &c. but this Life or World 


to come I can't tell what to make on't ; ſure there is nothing 


in't! But what did he mean by that Saying, That the Devils 


believe in God, and tremble? Who or what are the Devils, I 
wonder? Or what makes em tremble ? But that Man muſt ſtrive 
to ſerve and pleaſe God: For what, I wonder? Perhaps, to 
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keep him from Trembling. But what ſhould Man tremble at 7 
that I know of; for Man is Lord and Maſter of all 
the World. Hah !-----But Man ſoon dieth, and then all his Honour 
and Glory are gone. But whither is he gone? Hah !-----That is 
the Point, perhaps, that cauſeth the 'Trembling. Hah !----- 
Methinks EF can't forbear trembling. a little myſelf, when that 
Thought of Death, and a World to come of Puniſhment for 
ever and ever, cometh into my Mind. Diſmal and horrible 
Thought! Now, methinks, while I am in Company, drinking, 


talking, gaming, ſinging, and dancing, &c. I can divert theſe 
_ Thoughts from me pretty well; but after ſome Sleep, that I am 
| Juite ſober again, then perplexing and tormenting Thoughts 
* = = ome into my Mind again, and I cannot keep them out: I 


cannot think of what I would think of, but ſuch Thoughts come 


Man into my Mind as I would not have; I wonder where they come 


5 mY from; 


eas 
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from; ſure, there is ſomething in me more than myſelf; I am 
afraid of ſomething, but I ſcarcely know what ; yea, that Rub, 
Death, often comes in, and if my 'Thoughts would end there, 
I could be pretty eaſy ; but this Fear of Puniſhment for ever and 
ever after Death, I cannot ſhake off for my Life: Where can 
this hear come from? Then I think, ſure, there is ſomething 
in't of this World to come; and if ſo, what will be my Fate? 
Whither muſt I go? What muſt I do? Why, go to Everlaſting 
Puniſhment.----: {1h !---Again, I think the only Comfort I have, 
is, perhaps the Story of a World to come may not prove true, 
and the preſent Pleaſures I am ſure of while I do live, and it's 
hard to part with them while I do live; and my Caſe is fo 
deſperate already concerning this World to come, if there be 
one, that I have Reaſon enough to fear that my Fate will be 
Puniſhment ; therefore I think I may as well partake of the 
preſent Fleaſures while I do live ; for when I die, I muſt leave 
them; and if my Fate be Puniſhment, then I can be no worſe. 
Hah !-----"This is a diſmal Concluſion too! Hah !-----But yet if 
I go on in my old Courſe of Life, of Drinking, and Revelling, 
&c. common Experience ſhews me that I ſhall die the ſooner ; 
and I had need drive that Evil Day of Death as far from me as 
I can, for I find there is no way to avoid it, nor no coming again 
after Death; and if I will not believe nor fear this Life of 
Everlaſting Puniſhment now while I live, I ſhall know the Truth 
of it when I die, and then it will be too late to ſhun it; for 
amongſt all the preſent Pleaſures and jovial Thoughts of this 
World, often comes in Death, and a Life of Everlaſting Puniſh- 


ment to come. Hah !--- -'That Rub damps all. So that I muſt 


conclude, in this doubtful Caſe, that it muſt be the beſt and ſafeit 
Method, that of two Evils to chooſe the leaſt, and conſider of 
this World to come in Time, before it be too late. Sure, theſe 
Believers would not forſake the preſent Pleaſures of this Life for 
nothing! No, I think they would not: They would never 
live ſuch Sober, Retired and Religious Lives, if they had not 
ſome ſure and certain Hopes of a Future Reward ; but what 
their chief Hopes are for ſo doing, I don't yet know. Now L 
remember, this Believer adviſed me to read and conſider of the 
Word and Works of God, and to refrain bad Company, Ale- 
houſes, and the too common evil Practices followed therein; and 
in Truth, ſo I had need, for they have been the only Cauſe of 
driving me from the Knowledge of God and Goodneſs, and 
hurrying me into Sin and Wickedneſs. Hah !-----This Believer 
talked of calling of me, and 1 fancy he will call before I am 
ready for him, for I know not what to ſay nor do; I muſt go 


and conſider on't. | Exit Atheiſt. 
The End of the fourth AF, 
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. 


SCENE Aubeiſt's own Houſe, 
ralking with him. 


Believer 


Man @ more Noble Creature than à Beaſt. 


Believer meekly. 
IR, I make bold to call of you, to know how you do ſince 
our laſt Diſcourſe together. 


Ath. ſoberly. I thank you, Sir, I am pretty well in Health 
of Body, but not in Mind. | 

Believ. meekly. Pray, Sir, what think you now of a Future 
State, that you ſeemed to be in doubt of at our laſt Meeting ? 

Ath. ſoberly. Why, truly, Sir, I have had ſome Pro's and 
Cons within myſelf about it; but I am not yet ſatisfied what 
Concluſion to make on't, or what Anſwer to give you about it. 

Believ. meekly. Pray, Sir, what are your Cons, or Doubts, 
againſt it? 

Ath. ſoberly. Why, Sir, at preſent they are theſe: Altho' I 
believe that there is an Immortal God, who was the Firſt Mover 
of Life and Motion, and Author of the Courſe of Nature, that 
gave Life and Motion to us and all Living Creatures, and all 
viſible Things; yet, as it's commonly ſaid, that all Living Crea- 
tures beget and bring forth one another, and every one lives as 
well and as long as they can, and then they die, and there is an 
End of them: And I ſee no other Reaſon nor Difference, that 
when Man dies, there is an End of him, as well as a Beaſt. 

Believ. bo/dly. Ah, Sir, this is your old common Objection, 
which I fear is too much believed in and hoped for, and abounds 
in this World: But pray, Sir, don't yon think yourſelf to be 
a more noble and reaſonable Creature than a Beaſt ? 

Ath. roughly. I don't know whether I am or not. Wherein 
2 ou think I am a more noble and reaſonable Creature than a 

ea 

Believ. boldly. Why, Sir, I think and know that a Good 
Man far excelleth a Beaſt, or any of the Beaſts, in Shape, 
Speech, Wiſdom, Reaſon, Knowledge, Learning, &c. but 
molt of all, Man ought to far excell a Beaſt in Devotion and 
Religious Worſhip to his God ; becauſe Man is endow'd with an 


Immortal Soul, therefore not created for this World only, but 


chiefl for the World to come. 
| Ath, 
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Alth. roughly. Why, Sir, all Creatures differ in Shape, and I 

think many of the Beaſts are as beautiful and handſome Creatures 
as Man; and as for Speech, according to their Natures, they 
may underſtand one another, for ought I know, as well as Man; 
and as for Wiſdom, Reaſon, and Knowledge, which appeareth 
in many of the Beaſts, far exceeds the Wiſdom, Reaſon, and 
Knowledge of many Men; yea, even to that Degree, as may 
amuſe the greateſt and wiſeſt Philoſopher: And as for 
Learning, all or any of the Beaſts far excell Man; for every one 
of them, according to his Nature, will learn to feed, cloath, 
go Abroad, defend, and provide for himſelf much ſooner and 
better than Man: But as for Religion, or Devotion, and an 
Immortal Soul, I don't know whether there be any either in 
Man or Beaſt; therefore I can ſay nothing to that Point at preſent: 
And as for Strength, Courage, and Swiftneſs, (which you did 
not mention) many of the Beaſts far excell Man. Now, Sir, I 
think I have anſwered you with ſuch Reaſons, that you cannot 
deny. What ſay you now, Sir? Now I think I have anſwered 
you to the Purpoſe ; and if theſe wiſe and excellent Beaſts die, 
and there is an End of them, why may not Man alſo > Whoop! 
Where are you now, Sir ? Now look about you. 

Believ. meekly, in ſome Diſorder, and amuſed at the Wiſdom of 
the Beaſts. I muſt confeſs, Sir, that you have argued this Point 
concerning the Wiſdom, Beauty, — „ and Knowledge of 
the Beaſts, according to Natural Knowledge, very nicely, and 
that there is much Truth in your Argument, more than I ever 
conſidered before this Time. But ſtill Hah ! What ſhall I 
ſay ? Why, the Beaſts are Noble Creatures But ftill they 
want------ | 

Ath. boafling. Whoop! Hoy, Boys! Now, Sir, you're 
conquer'd ! Now you're damp'd! Now you muſt yield! 1 
thought I ſhould give the Turn again ſome time; therefore now 
drop it, and ſay not another Word, for you'll never make it out. 
Ha, ha, ha! Come, Friend, let's go to the jovial Tavern, 
and take a hearty Pot and Pipe, for you muſt yield me Conqueror 
now. Ha, ha, ha! Yea, that I am i'th' right on't. Ha, ha, ha! 
Well, I may do well enough yet; I am pretty eaſy now, 
Ha, ha, ha! 

Believ. meekly. But pray, Sir, hear me a few Words farther 
I will ay----- -- | | 

Ath. haſtily. No, Sir, no more now, you muſt drop it, and 
yield now ; I hadas good keep my Honour and Conqueſt while I 
have it, and be at quiet while I am well. Ha !-----Your Life to 
come may prove, I hope, a Fable at laſt, 1 


Believ. 
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Believ. boldly. But pray, Sir, remember thoſe two chief and 

; t Truths, wherein a Man ſhould far excell all or any of the 

the Immortal Soul, and Religious Worſhip to his God, 

you have not yet made any reaſonable Anſwer to; neither do I 

yield myſelf conquered in thoſe two Great and Divine Truths, 

nor of True Wiſdom and Knowledge which ſhould appear in 

Man neither, far beyond any Beaſt, The Wiſe Man ſays, 

s, 2B Ecclef. iii. 21, &c. xii. 7. The Spirit of Man goeth upwards, 

8 returns to God who gave it; and the Spirit of a Beaſt goetb 

f downward to the Earth : And ſhall a fooliſh Man deny it? No. 
Pray ſtay, Sir, and conſider, to know better Things. 

Ath. roughly. Well, I am reſolved to have no more of your 
dull Points now; may be I may give you the Turn again ſome 
other Time, about this and the Word, if not the Works, of 
God alſo: However, let them go by, and drop them, for you 
muſt yield yourſelf conquer'd in this Point, 

Believ. bo/dly. God forbid, Sir, that ever while I live and 
breath in this World, I ſhould + pm by you, or any Man, 
or Devil either, to drop or forſake my Religious Devotion and 
Worſhip of my Great God; or my certain Hope and ſtedfaſt 
Belief of my Immortal Soul, that ſhall live for ever, in a State 
of Happineſs or Puniſhment, according to the Actions done in 
the Body, whether they be good or bad. Pray, Sir, conſider 
what I have ſaid before on this Head again and again, before it 
be too late; and I have many more Reaſons and Proofs for the 
Immortality of the Soul, when you'll pleaſe to hear me. Now, 
a Sir, a good Night to you. Try how you can ſleep on't. 

5 Ath. roughly. Hah !-----Well, perhaps I may confider on't 

alittle more at ſome leiſure Time: But come, let's drop theſe dull 

Stories at preſent, and go take a hearty Pot and Pipe; we may 
: find ſome Diverſion that may make us ſleep the better on't. 


of „ 067? 
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Believ. meekly. No, Sir, pray excuſe me. Let us all work 
honeſtly to get ſome moderate Refreſhment for ourſelves and 
Families in our own Houſes, and go to Bed, and be content, for 
temperate Eating and Drinking in our own or Friend's Houſe, 
and edifying one another, is much to be preferred before the 
Intemperance and debauch'd Diſcourſe that is too often uſed in 
Publick Houſes : Therefore leave them to their proper Uſe, to 
entertain and lodge Travellers and Strangers; for there the 
Devil and bad Company will tempt your Mind to Evil, the 
World will tempt you to ſinful and unlawful Gain, and your own 
Fleſh will tempt you to Drunkenneſs and finful Luſt. Now 
inſtead of ftriving to ſhun theſe Enemies and Temptations, you 
are going to ſeek for them; ſo farewel. Exit Believer. 

Ath. roughly, Well, Mr. Hypocrite, if you are not free to 
$0, I will go myſelf; you may get away, and take all your dull 

Sto 
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Stories with you. Now for a merry Touch, and ſing, drink, 
and drive Care away. Ha, ha, ha | 

Ath. alone. Ha! He's gone ! I have partly drove him away: 
| Let him go. Now. I will go to the Tavern, and there I ſhall 
| find ſome of my jovial Companions to be merry with, in Honour 
of my Conqueſt; they will be glad to hear it. Ha !-----'This 

World to come may prove a Fable ſtill: I am pretty eaſy now. 

Exit Atheiſt. 
Believ. alone, lamenting. Hah !-----Nothing will do but vain 
Mirth. Hah !----- The vile Sins of Adultery and Fornication, 
&c. are become too common Subjeas of vain Jeſt, Mirth, and 
Laughter, Hah !-----Murder will become a Jelt e're it be long; 
nay, it's become a Jeſt already for one Drunkard to murder 
another by exceſſive Drinking : But let ſuch Company hearken 
to the Prophet's Complaint; Wo unto them that riſe up carly, 
that they may follow ſtrong Drink ; and continue until Night, till 
Wine enflame them. Iſai. v. 11. Again, Draw near hither, ye 
Sons of the Sorcereſs, the Seed of the Adulterer and the Whore. 
Againſt whom do ye ſport yourſetves ? &c. Mai. lvii. 3, 4. Again, 
When I fed them to the full, then theycommitted Adultery, andaſſembled 
themſelves by Troops in the Harlots Houſes, They were as. fed 
Hor ſes in the Morning, every one neighed after his Neighbours 
Wife. Shall not I viſit for theſe Things, ſaith the Lord? Shall 
not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? Jer. v. 7, 8, 9. 
Lord have Mercy upon us all. Exit Believer. 
Ath. alone, in Bed next Morning, lamenting. Hah !-----How 
bad am I ! We made a baſe Night on't in Drinking, and Revel- 
ing, &c. God knows: And now what a woful Condition am TI 
| in To-day! Hah!-----Now I am worſe than ever: My Head 
| achs; my Stomach's ſick; my Blood is fo enflamed that it boils 
| throughout all my Veins, and thereby brings an horrible 
Trembling all over my Body, that I am afraid it will throw me 
into ſome violent Fever. Hah ! how much better ſhould I have 
been, had I been ruled by the Believer laſt Night? But the 
Miſchief on't is, we are mad to run headlong into theie preſent 
ſeeming Pleaſures, and when we are once enter'd into them, 
they draw us on after a bewitching Manner, that we cannot tell 
| how to leave them ; and yet what a horrible Sting do they leave 
behind them, both in Body and Mind! Hah !-----I may thank 
_ myſelf for it. And now am not only ſo very ill, but I am all in 
a Horror and Confuſion, for fear I ſhould die; and if I could 
end my Fear in Death, I could be pretty eaſy (for I have had 
| ſome Share of the Pleaſures of this World.) But methinks I 
| -, can't forbear trembling, for fear of Future Puniſhment, which 
8K this Believer talk'd of: He ſeems to be ſtedfaſt in that Belief, and 
| how it will prove, I don't yet know; 1 am afraid I ſhall know 
I - 
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too ſoon, and too late, for I can't forbear fearing the worſt. 
Hah !-----Methinks there is ſome Reaſon in what this Believer 


hass ſaid in his Proofs and Reaſons for a World to come of Ever- 
* laſting Puniſhment ; for what greater Meſſenger or Proof can a 
Man expect from the Dead, than God himſelf, by Maſes and 
the Prophets, &c. declaring of Heaven and Hell, and Everlaſting 
| Rewards and Puniſhments? Hah !-----But all the Doubt s, 
Z whether their Word be true. Again, ſhould one come from the 


Dead, or could I but go and ſee the Places of the Souls of 
Friends departed, ſtill I might, as he ſaid, be frightencd out of 
my Senſes, and be full of Fears and Doubts, whether I was 
awake or aſleep, and in ſome frightful Dream. And again, 
why ſhould I expect ſuch Miracles from God to convert me more 
than the reſt of Mankind? No. But the greateſt Torment of 
all, that far exceeds all the other Proofs and Reaſons, is this 
continual and horrible and Helliſh Fear within me. I expect this 
Believer will call on me before long, and blame me for my 
Wilfulneſs ; and well he may: Yea, he will be for reaſoning 
further with me about this World to come ; but I ſhall have 
enough to do to grapple with my Afflictions, without troubling 
my Head about any thing elſe. Hah !-----How bad am I! 
And who can help me, I do not know : I have fooliſhly brought 
this Evil upon myſelf ; but it's out of my own Power to bring 
Health again, or to prevent Death, and ſhun Everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment. I am afraid my Health or Life muſt fall a tragical Sacri- 
fice to theſe vain Pleaſures. Ol! that I was but well again, I would 
take better Care to amend my Courſe of Life, and read ſome of the 
Scriptures, and conſider, and prepare for this World to come, 
before I go thither and find it too true, and too late to eſcape 
this Everlaſting Puniſhment. Hah !-----Well, I will draw the 
Curtain, perhaps I may ſleep, and be better. Oh] that I could 
fall into a deep Sleep, and forget all, and never know nothing at 
all any more for ever. The End of the fifth Act. 
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SCENE Athei/t's own Houſe, Believer calling, 
Tuft Reflections againſt exceſſive Drinking. 

11 make bold 3 ms gx FOI : How do yout 


hat, in Bed ſtill? What's the Matter now? Hahl 
Mt you made a bad Night on't; I fancy you wiſh now that 
F | 
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you had taken my Advice, and kept at home. Where are all 


your vain Pleaſures now, Sir ? | 

Ath. /oberly. Hah !-----I wiſh I had taken your Advice, it 
would have been better for me, for I am really very bad. 

Believ. pitiful, Ah, Sir, I am very ſorry for you, that you 
let the Will of the Fleſh get the Maſtery over your Reaſon. But, 
Sir, the Reaſon of my calling on yon ſo ſoon, is, that I am not 
content nor eaſy with ſuch Put-ofts and Objections as you made 
laſt Night againſt a Future State; I have ſomething more to ſay 
in Defence of it. Now, Sir, a Man, or a Beaſt! 

Ath. forrowful. Hah !-----Truly, Sir, I can't fay that I am 
right eaſy about it myſelf; but I am ſo ill now, that I cannot 
think or ſay any thing to the purpoſe about it, therefore pray 
drop it. | 

Belicy. meetly. Sir, JI wiſh you well through your Afflictions, 
and wiſer next time. L will make bold to call of you, and give 
you my beſt Advice at all times : And, at preſent, I defire you 
will litt up the Thoughts of your Heart to Almighty God, and 
earneltly beg Pardon for your paſt Offences, that you may be fit 
and prepared for this World, or a better; for, depend upon't, 
there will be a Future State of Eyerlaſting Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments; and be ſure you beware of your old Companions, that 
they do not harm you by their Flattering and ill Advice, nor per- 
ſuade you to drink any Thing that is ſtrong. Now farewel, and 
I wiſh you well. Exit Believer. 

Ath. ſorrowful, along. Hah 1-----I may depend upon't, he 
ſays, there will be a State of Everlaſting Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, and I have Reafon enough to fear the worſt ; I have but 
ſmall Hopes: But he ſaid, God is merciful : Hah ! That muſt 
be my chief Hopes. Well, I muſt turn to ſleep, if I can. 

Ath. alone, upon his Couch, has been inſenſible ſome time, but 


come to his Senſes again, Hah !-----How ſtrange and unaccount- 


able it is! They tell me that I have been in a faſt Sleep for thirty 
Hours, and not been out of this Bed and Room ; but methinks 
I have been ranging throughout the World, yea, through gloomy 
Places, and diſmal Apprehenſions: Sure, I have been divided 
into two Parts; one has been kept here, while the other has 
been ranging abroad, I know not where. [Believer fand: at a 
little Diſtance, hearkening.) Hah !-----Why, methinks I have 
been at Hell, and there, yea, and there ſeen ſeveral of my 
Acquaintance : Yea, ſome Evil Spirits preſently ſeized me, and 
tyed me to a Poſt, and fell to whipping me, and cutting my 
Fleſh from my Bones; and I made Complaint of their cruel 
Oſage to me; then they reply*d, why did I not blaſpheme God? 
Then ſtraightway I ſet to blaſpheming againſt God, and then 
thoſe Spirits ſomewhat ceaſed from tormentirg me. Then I 
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began to pray within myſelf, and conſider how to ſend to Earth, 
to deſire our Miniſter and others to pray for me, that I might be 
releaſed from that Place of Torment; and if I might have but 


Liberty to go to the Earth again, then I would become a new 
Man. Hahf!-----And how glad am I to find myſelf here on 
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Earth again! Hah!-----I have ſeen enough of Hell, to per- 


ſuade me to become a new Man. Now, as the Believer told 
me before, concerning Meſſengers from the Dead, I find to be 
very true, for I have been very much frightened at theſe diſmal 
Apprehenſions; and now I am in doubt whether this is real 
Truth, or whether it was only ſome frightful Dream. Some 
Perſons may, perhaps, think that this Relation is only the Effect 
of a raving Brain, &c, but I am ſure that it was a true Viſion, 
or Dream, to me, whether others will believe me or not; And 
I hope it will be a Warning to me and others, to ſtrive to ſhun 
that Place of Torment. Hah !-- I muſt lie down to reft, but 


wiſh I may not die this Time. | 
The End of the fixth Act. 
AC1 YL 
SCENE Atheiſt upon his Couch, Believer 
ſpeaks to him. 
The Conſcience ſtrong in Aflictions, tho the Body is weak, 
Believer meekly. 


O, Dear Brother, I hear, by your own Words, that God 
Almighty has, by a Viſion, or Dream, given you a merciful} 
Foreſight of a Future State of Puniſhment. How do you now ? 

Ath. foberly. Yes, Sir, I find you have heard what I have 
been talking of, and indeed it is very true; and I am very weak, 
ſo 4 can neither ſtand nor go, nor ſcarce able to turn me in 
my Bed. 

"Believ. -meekly, Hah !-----A very werk Condition indeed! I 
underſtand you have been in a raving Condition, inſenſible; and 
now you ought to return Thanks to Almighty God, that he has 
ſent your Senſes again, and did not ſend the Stroke of Death, 
and condemn you to that Place of Everlaſting Puniſhment which 
he has given you a Foreſight of. 

Ath. /oberly. I confeſs I ought to return Almighty God 
humble Thanks that I am till alive, for the Stroke of Death 
and Future Puniſhment has been, and is ſtill, of great Terror 
% me, 
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Believ. »ee&/y, Now, dear Brother, let us praiſe Almighty 
God for his long: ſuffering Mercics, in ſparing when we deſerve 
Puniſhment : For as he has Power to give to the Body Life, ſo, 
conſequently, he muſt have Power to ſend the Stroke of Death 
alſo ; and none can deliver us out of his Hands. 

Ath. /oberly. I muſt confeſs that to be true; and I hope he 
will not ſend Death this time, but let me live a little longer, 
that I\may know a little more of his Word and Works, and con- 
ſider of the Immortality of the Soul. 

Believ. meekly. Now, Sir, you're ſenſible, tho“ very weak, 
pray let me aſk you this one Queſtion : Do you find your Spiri- 
tual Powers of your Conſcience weak, in proportion to your 
Body, or not? 

Ath. foberly. Why, Sir, although I am ſo weak in Body, as 


I told you, yet I find no Decay in my Conſcience at all, but, to 


my great Terror, I find it ſtronger than ever to accuſe me. 
Hah !---- I wiſh T could ſhake of my Fear of Future 
Puniſhment. 


Believ. meekly. Now, Sir, do not you think that you have 


ſomething in you more than Bodily Parts, made of Fleſh and 
Blood? The Heart, which is the Seat of Life in the Body, 
ſinketh, fainteth, and decayeth, in proportion to the other Parts 
of the Body ; but in the Spiritual Powers of the Conſcience, or 
Soul, I believe you find no Decay at all. | 


Ath. meekly. T muſt confeſs, Sir, that what you fay is true. 


Pray, what are thoſe Spiritual Powers, as you call them, and 
from whence da they come ? 55 

Believ. meekly. Why, Sir, I verily believe that the Spiritual 
Powers of the Conſcience, that Divine Spirit of Truth within 
us, with the Mind, Will, and Memory, make up the Immortal 


Soul of Man, which Almighty God hath given to and placed in 


the Body of eyery Man, Woman, and Child, to be Every One's 
Continua] N N Guide (if they will hearken to them, 
and be ruled by tfem) to ſerve and pleaſe God, and, by the 
Help of his Gracę, to direct them through the many Snares and 
Temptations of the Devil, while we live in this World: And 
when the Body dieth, our Soul, that Spirit of Truth within us, 
returneth to God, who gave it, Eccleſ. iii. 2 1. and xii. 7. to be 
placed in a fixed State of Everlaſting Happineſs or Miſery, 
a * to the Actions done in the Body, whether they were good 
or bad. | 
Ath. /oberly. Pray, Sir, when, how, or which way doth 
od give us theſe Spiritual Powers within us, any more than to 
the Beaits. I very well know that I am poſſeſſed with a Spirit of 
Truth, which, in ſober and private Thoughts, will accuſe me of 
Falſhood and Wrong ; but what the Beaſts know of this, L 
know not, *. 


Believ: 


2 8 — 
— , S Mo Sf n i 
Fs FORCES oy pol Ly Os Hehe... FLEE Ia - » 4% 
8 F i» . F * —4 4 4 j «> in A P 15 N 2 = * - 
— AI IG D ee a EI ae Cn Seth — r * - * 
5 oy 1 1 - 8 2 — M * — Ik. = of * * WW x 
5 4. 2 | | | = * 5 . 
0 A » a 1 = 
. bd = * il % 
* * = i 2 4 0 * * a 4 ky <= oe * 4 = 
- «+ I» ; £44 ere . . 23 - . — LIE 
"4 N. Wh te IG af y of a LS * 2 Bog, a. © " p . * - a J B ny, ow * « J Ts 2 F 7 | wer - 
* - * 4. I - * Go — * * * *. 1 2 5 * — bb & "2.4% * 8 2 . - 22 x he * * * Fo * „ 
x . l k 4 - * — + . * 8 2 1 2 oo — 
p 8 er =. 2 K 5 | * » 3 _ * by - i l p * Op * "ng, 8 „ IX Lo y 
1 * 


ne 


. e 


* 
\ 


Af 


* 


a 
1% : 
. | 


FR * 
Ag a 
- 


4 


D 


o 
« 
- 


hl 

4 1 
n 
7 a 
AK 81 


* 


of 
99 4 
75 
#7 


* 4 
a. 


* Act VII. The Sacred Tragedy. 33 


Believ. meekly. Sir, Almighty God, who was the Firſt Mower 
of Life and Motion in us, an all Living Creatures, and al! viſible 
Things, hath plainly told us, in his Holy Word, That when he, 
by his Infinite Power and Wiſdom, created all-Living Creatures, 


and all viſible Things, by his Will and Word; only, ſaying, 
© Gen. i. Let there be Light ; let there be a Firmament in the 
Heavens; let there be Lights in the Firmament, as Sun, Moon, 


1 3 and Stars; let there be Air, Earth, Sea, and Dry Land; and it 


3 A - ” 
— 4 a * . & 


XZ was ſo. Again, God ſaid, Let the Earth and Sea bring forth 
8 Living Creatures, after their Kind (or Natural Element) Male 
IF and Female, after their Kind ; likewiſe Herbs, Trees, and Plants, 
= avith Seed in themſelves; and it was ſo. And God ſaw every 
* Thing that he had made, and behold it was very good. Gen. i. 31, 
But pray, Sir, mind this Point: Laſt of all, God /aid, Let us 
= make Man in our own Image, and after our own Likeneſs ; and let 
XK him hawe Dominion over all Beaſts and Cattle, Fowls of the Air, 
and Fiſh of the Sea, &c. So God formed Man out of the Duft of 
= the Earth, and breathed into him the Breath of Life, and Man 


became a Living Soul. Gen. ii. 7. So this was the Way 
whereby Almighty God gave theſe Spiritual Powers to the firit 
Man, and ſo, conſequently, to the whole Race of Mankind, 
as Holy Fob ſaith, The Spirit of the Lord hath made me, and the 
Breath of the Almighty hath given me Life. Job xxxiii. 4. 
Now pray, Sir, conſider the Dignity of the Soul of Man, that 
it is no leſs than the peculiar Breath of the Almighty and Eternal 
God, who certainly is able, and hath made and declared Man to 
be a Living and Immortal Soul, ſubject to God's Everlaſtin 
Rewards or Puniſhments, 

Ath. ſoberly. Hah !-----Well, Sir, I cannot deny this reigning 
Power within me, but I am ſo weak at preſent, I can't ſay any 
more to it ; pleaſe to call ſome other time. Hah !-----I wiſh I 
could fall into a deep Sleep and forget all, yea, and loſe my 
Thinking, and fink into nothing. 

Atheiſt Heth down. Exit Believer in Silence. 

Ath. alone, after ſome time, lamenting, Hah !----- What ſigni- 
fieth all this World, and all the Gain and vain Pleaſures therein, 
to a Man who wants Health and Eaſe from Pain both in Body 
and Mind? Nothing at all. My old Companions come about 
teazing me to rouze up, and take Part of an old Doſe, according 
to that Saying, An Hair of that Dog who bit you, will cure all 
again; and, Fack, don't be daunted, you'll ſoon be well again; 
or if” you ſhould happen to die, never fear nothing ; Tack, die 
hard, &. Hah!-----But I wiſh they were in my Place and 
Condition. My Doctor would perſuade me that I ſhall not die 
this time : Hah !-----But, I find, neither Health, nor Death, 
are at the Doctor's Command, My Friends and Relations, I 


ſuppoſe, 
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ſuppoſe, ſome are wiſhing that I may live, and do for em, or 
give them ſomething more; and others, that I may die, and 
they may have all : But I would willingly give it all now, to be 
releaſed from my preſent Afflictions; yea, and a thouſand times 
more, if I had it, to be ſecure from the Stroke of Death, or, 
which is worſe, that tormenting Fear of Future Puniſhment in 
the World to come. Horrible Thought! Hah ! But 
tai ſerable Comforters are they all, and no Flip in them! Now 
this Believer has brought me to the Knowledge of God; and 
now I find I am ſolely in this Great God's Power, and what he 
will do with me I do not know : I have reaſon enough to fear the 
worlt of this Everlaſting Puniſhment in the World to come. Lord, 
have mercy upon me! [Atheilt erh down.) There is no Peace, 
faith my God, to the Wicked, Iſai. xlviii. 22. 

The End of the ſeventh Act. 


—— — 


r. 
SCENE Atheiſts own Houſe. 


Behever 
calling on him. | 


Man is a more Noble Creature thas @ Beaff. 


Behever e. 
TR, I make bold to call of you To day, to know what you 
think now of your Living and Immortal Soul, which God 
has given you? | 

Ath. ſoberly. Why, Sir, to ſay the Truth, I do perceive 
that there is, and may be, within me ſomething of theſe Spiri- 
tual Powers, a Conſcience, Will, &c. and they may be given 
to Mankind in the ſame manner as you ſpeak of : And there may 
be the ſame Spiritual Powers, in proportion ta Nature, given to 
all or any of the Beaſts, for ought I know to the contrary, Now, 
Sir, a'Man, or a Beaſt ! 

Believ. meekly, No, Sir, God gave to none of the Beaſts 
Life and Breath in the ſame manner that he gave it to Man ; 
neither did God declare any Creature to become a Living Soul, 
but Man only. And although, according to the Courſe of 
Nature, the Beafts receive Life and Being trom God, after the 
Natural Manner, as Mankind doth; yet the Beaſts have no 
Knowledge of God's Holy Word or Commandments, no 
Reſtraint upon their Actions, no Promiſes nor 'Threatenings of 
Future Rewards nor Puniſhments ; but Mankind only: And this 
appeareth plain to our own Reaſon, 8h Ak: 
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Ath. ſmartly. How, or which way, pray, Sir? The Beaſts 


have Senſe and Reaſon, as well as Man. 


. 
= dw... 
SE 


SI 


Believ. bo/dly. Ah! dear Sir, do not you find a Divine Spirit 


> of Truth and Juſtice placed in your own Breaſt ? Which will 
always ſland up for Truth and the juft Laws of Almighty God, 


its Maker and Giver, ſuch as Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, Equity, 
Soberneſs, Temperance, Chaſtity, and all other Virtues and 
Graces, &c. that direct us to a Holy Life and Converſation in 
this World, that they may bring us to God and Heaven, from 
whence they came. Now, Sir, can you perceive any of theſe 
Heavenly Qualities in any of the Beaſts? They are in fear of 
Danger and Death, but no fear of Everlaſting Puniſhment. 

Ath. boldly. No. I can't perceive much Juſtice, or Equity, 
amongſt the Beaſts, nor among many Men neither. 

Believ. meekly. Hah !---- That's a ſhameful Story, that a 
Man ſhould act like a Beaſt : However, alas! I doubt too many 
Men frequently do, and let the Devil, and the World, and the 
Fleſh get the Maſtery over their right Reaſon, and over- rule, 
ſmother, and baffle the Dictates and Whiſperings of their Divine 
Spirit within; yet they can never long together, no, nor at 
laſt, conquer or overcome the Power and 'Fruth of it, no, not 
by all the Powers of the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 
united together, nor by any Bribe or equivocating Argument 
whatſoever, Now, Sir, can you deny the Truth of this, 
or not? 3 

Ath. meekly. No, Sir, to ſay the Truth, I cannot. I muſt 
confeſs, by my too often Experience, I have been plagued and 
tormented (as I thought) with ſome powerful Thoughts within 
me, which may be this Spirit of Truth you ſpeak of within 
me: For although at ſometimes, by Force or Violence, I have 
curbed, lighted, and, as it were, over-run it into the preſent 
Pleaſures, and there have, as it were, ſmothered it for a while; yet 
it would ſoon ſeize me again with freſh Fury, and fly in my 
Face, and vehemently accuſe me of many Crimes, which 1 


thought and knew no one was privy to but myſelf; ſo that no 


Judge and Jury, by open Proofs, could accuſe and condemn me 
more than this Spirit of Truth teſtifying againſt me; and 1 
have oftimes endeavoured, with all my Power and Might, to 
drive it from me, but all in vain. Hah !-----I wiſh I had no 
Thought at all. And now eſpecially I am more tormented with 
it, than any thing elſe beſides ; ſo that I cannot but wonder what 


it is, and where it comes from. 


Believ. cee. Why, Sir, I told you before, that when. 
Almighty God made Man, he breathed into him the Breath of 
Life, and Man became a Living Soul. Now this Almighty God 
is an Infinite, Eternal, Powerful, Wife, Godd, Juſt, True, 
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and Incomprehenſible Spirit; and this Great God hath been 
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pleaſed to breath into and place in the Body of every Man, 
Woman and Child ſuch a Gift and Meaſure of his Spirit, as he 
hath thought fit and convenient for them: Therefore, Sir, this 
Divine Spirit within us is a Part of and cometh from God, who 
is the Father of Spirits, Heb. xii. 9. | 
Ath. /oberly. Why, Sir, I — confeſs that there is a great 
Probability in what you ſay of this Divine Spirit within me; for 
I have thought many times, Sure there is ſomething in me more 
than myſelf : And it is ſuch a powerful Champion too, that 
altho* I could ſometimes almoſt ſtrangle it, yet I never could get 
the Maſtery over it; and ſtill it reigns Conqueror, that I muſt 


- ſubmit to it, and reſt my weak Body, and conſider further on't 


another time. ; | 

Believ. meetly. Sir, I find you are weak, therefore I will 
ſpeak but a few Words. I deſire you will always hearken to and 
be ruled by the Dictates and Whiſperings of this Divine Spirit 
within you, which is as it were a God within you ; and earneſtly 
beg God, the Father of Spirits, Pardon for what you have acted 
againſt him and it; and always do as this Spirit of Truth directeth, 


and then you will pleaſe God and your own Soul, and never do 


amiſs, Hah !-- --What better Companion and Guide can God 
give to Mankind, than a Spirit of Truth in his own Breaſt ? 
Now if you act according to its Directions, then it will be calm 
and pleaſant with you; but if you act contrary to it, and rebel 
againſt God and it, then expect that it will be your firſt and 
greateſt Accuſer, both in this World, and in that which is to 
come. Now, Sir, I will leave to your Conſideration, whether 
or not you can perceive any Horror of Conſcience, or the Effects 
of this Divine Spirit of Truth, in any of the Beaſts. Now, Sir, 
a Man, or a Beaſt! And then conſider, whether or not Man is 
not endued with an Immortal Soul, and thereby a much more 
Nobler Creature than a Beaſt. Now farewel, and I wiſh you 
well. 88 | Exit Believer. 
Ath. alone, after ſome Days and Sleep, confidering. Hah !---- 
I am very weak ſill, but much better; and I ought to return 
God Thanks, for I find there is no truſting to Man's Help at all. 
Now I will conſider what this Believer talk'd of a God within 
me; and I think and find it muſt be true, for this Divine Spirit, 
as he calls it, has Strength far above my Bodily Parts, that 
are made of Fleſh and Blood; for tho' my Body is weak, it is 
ſtrong, and, after all my Strugglings with it, ſtill it reigns Con- 
queror ; ſure I am endued with two Natures, Part God, and 
Part Man. But again, I find their Wills are contrary to one 
another; and I muſt confeſs that this Divine Spirit of Truth 
will always Rand up for the Truth, and directs and _— 
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Actions that are juſt and reaſonable ; bay m_ of Mans 
or the Fl uades me, by many Wiles, to Actions contrary 
to 22 ; and I have too much been led by and 
"followed the Will of Man; and now, to my great Horror and 

ZAmazement, I am accuſed, blamed, and condemned by this other 

Divine Spirit of Truth within me, which turneth all the ſeeming 
Sweetnels of the preſent Pleaſures into Wormwood and Gall. 

ah !------If theſe tormenting Gnawings and Accuſations 
of this Divine Spirit would end in Death, I could almoſt 
wish for Death to come. Hah! -----But this tormenting 
Fear of Puniſhment after Death in this World to come, for 
ever and ever! Hah !-----What a long time's that! Time, 
did I ay? What ſignifies it to talk of Time, when there will 
be no Ending? Now I remember the Believer adviſed me to 
pray to God to forgive me my Crimes paſt z but how can I expect 
] that God ſhould hear and pardon me, who have too often deny'd 
and offended him: But again he ſaid God was merciful ! Hah l- 
and that muſt be my chief Hopes; and I find there is no other 
way to be at real Eaſe and Quiet, but to amend my Courſe of 
Life. Hah !-----Who can boaſt of vain Pleaſures ? All is Vanity. 
"> X Hah !-----My old Companions have too often belch'd out many 
preſumptuous Sayings, as, Fack, die hard; ſtare Death in the 
"XX Face with Courage ; never fear nothing, &c. and ſo run on to 
3 Drinking and Gaming, Singing and Dancing, Swearing and 
Ciurſing, and Damning ; drowning themſelves in the preſent 
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Pleaſures of this World, and pretend, while they are in Health, 
they fear nothing: But if Afflictions ſeize them, as they have 
done me, I fancy their Tone will ſoon be turned, and the Fear 
of Death and Future Puniſhment will frighten them as much as 
me; and I deſire they may not come nigh me, and I hope that 
1 ſhall never go to ſeek for them again. I expect this Believer 
will call before long, and I ſhall be glad of his Company : 
= Methinks many of his Arguments are wiſe, reaſonable, and 
good. I think I have one critical Queſtion to aſk him, concern- 
of 1 ws thoſe two contrary Wills, or Defires, which I was ſpeaking 
of; for altho' at ſome times they are vaſtly diſtant from one 
another, yet at other times there is but a little Difference in 
their Perſuaſions, that I know not which to follow. Well, 1 
will lye down and reſt me, and wait for this Believer's Advice. 
Hahl --TIIope's in Life, but Fear's in Death. 
= Believ. alone, meditating. Well, I will call on my Fellow- 
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% Diſputant, and I hope, by the Help of God's Grace, to con- 
uvince him of the Truth of a Future State; now he is in 
== Aflitions, it is the moſt proper Time; for we are all too apt to 
= think in Time of our Health that the Day of our Death is far 
Vviſtant from us, and therefore arg 309 little goncerned about it; 
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when, alas! Afflictions, and Death perhaps, are at our Door at 
the ſame time, and ſeize us unexpectedly, and fill us win 
Horror and Confuſion, for fear we ſhould die before we are fit 
for the Kingdom of Heaven. Exit Believer, 
| The End of the eighth AF. | 


ACT If. 
SCENE Atheiſt's oun Houſe, Believer 


calling. 
The two Contending Powers in the Mind of Mas. 
| Believer meekly. Puni 
IR, I am very glad to hear and find you are much better in Devil m 
Health; I hope you will give God the Praiſe. fold inte 
Ath. I thank God, I am much better; and I thank you. "XZ Hell. P 


Believ. I hope, Sir, now you have conſidered of and are RT Intereſt 
ſatisfied in the Truth of the Immortality of the Soul, and a 5 
Future State of Everlaſting Rewards for the Righteous, and 
Puniſhments for the Wicked. | 

Ath. ſoberly. I muſt confeſs that I have much more Reaſon | 
to believe that it will prove true than falſe. But I have ons 
Queſtion to aſk you by the way, which is this: I perceive in and I f 
myſelf two Parties, or two Wills, or Defires, and they are l be cal 
always contrary to one another; one Will, or Deſire, commands 
one Thing, and the other Will, or Deſire, commands another 
Thing, and they are always differing, ſo that I have a continual XZ Favour 
War in my own Mind; yea, they are always fighting and con- repent 
tending, and ſometimes one gets the upper hand, and ſometimes And n 
the other, and neither of them has yet gain'd a compleat Con- 
queſt or Meh Now I defire to know what theſe two con bis Ho 
trary Powers Ae, and from whence they come, and for what and E 
Reaſon they are are continually contending againſt each other? Everla 

Believ. meekly. Why, Sir, in the firſt Place, take Notice, but ha 
that this War is not only in you, but that it rageth, more or in the 
leſs, in the Mind of every Man, between the Spirit of Truth Man a 
and the Spirit of Error; and theſe two Parties are the Soul and ſerve, 
Body, or the Spirit and Fleſh, or Grace and Nature, or, laſtly, Everla 
the Divine Spirit of God and the evil Suggeſtions of the Devil; it dot 


and theſe two Parties are continually contending one againſt 1 himſe! 
_ another: The Holy Deſires of the Soul, Spirit, and Grace are and V 
. the Agents and Meilengers which come from Almighty God ; like a 
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aſter, 


ſcandalous 
Peuniſhment is all a Fable, that thereby their rebellious Maſter the 
Devil may take them captive in their Will, and lead them blind. 
fold into Everlaſting Puniſhment with himſelf in the gloomy Priſon of 
1 Hell. Now, Sir, ſince theſe two Candidates contend to gain Votes and 
Intereſt, let every Man conſult his own Eternal Intereſt and the 
Publick Good, and chuſe which Party he will join, whether God 
or the Devil, and give his Vote, for the Day of Death and 
Judgment draweth near. | | | | 
-% Ath. /oberly. Hah !-----Well, now I underſtand the Caſe of 
== theſe two contrary Parties ſomething better than I did before, 
and I fear I have too haſtily join'd the wrong Party; and, tho 
I be call'd a Turncoat, I think it will be my ſafeſt way to turn in 
time, hoping I may be accepted. | 
XZ ABeliev. bo/dly. Sir, Almighty God has freely declared his 
= Favour and Willingneſs to forgive Sinners who turn in time and 
= repent and forſake Sin, and don't carry their Rebellion too far, 
And now, Sir, conſider, that Almighty God, by theſe two 
Powers or Wills contending in the Mind of Man, and alfo by 
his Holy Word, has given Mankind the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, and has promiſed to his obedient Servants Rewards of 
XX Everlaſting Happineſs in his Glorious Kingdom of Heaven; 
but has threatened to diſobedient Rebels Everlaſting Puniſhments ' 
my Priſon of Hell: And Almighty God has created 
ree Will, and Liberty to take his Choice whom he will 
ſerve, whether God for Everlaſting Rewards, or the Devil for 
Now, Sir, confider whether ar not 
Man to awake and rouze u 


U 
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== himſelf from the deep and deceitful Sleep and Let] 
and Wickedneſs, and look about him in time, and quit himſelf - 
| like a valiant and couragious Soldier, fighting for his Lord and 
Mafter, God Almighty, N the Devil, the World, | 
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put the evil Inclinations of depraved Fleſh and Nature are the 
| wes and Meſſengers which come from the Devil; and the 
Reaſons of their continual Contention againſt one another, is for 
the Immortal Soul of Man. The Divine Spirit and Grace, 
they plead righteouſly and honeſtly te gain Subjects into dutiful 
Ppedience unto the juſt Laws and Commands of Almighty God, 
he true King of the Univerſe, their faithful Creator, Lord and 
1 promiſing faithful Rewards of Everlaſting Happineſs in 
bis Glorious Kingdom of Heaven; but the World and the Fleſh, 
4 1 they plead wickedly and deceitfully, to 
ul Diſobedience againſt the juſt Laws and Commands of Almighty 
God, for their rebellious and deceitful Maſter the Devil, giving 
J out flattering and deceitful Promiſes of triumphing in the vain 
and unlawful Pleaſures of this World only, and uſing falſe and 
| eſſions, that the World to come of Everlaſting 


gain Rebels into unduti- » 


g Puniſhments. 
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Fleſh, unto his Life's End ; then he may 1eceive his Everlaſting 
Crown of triumphant Laurels and Happineſs in the Glorious 
Kingdom of Heaven; and take heed he be not catch'd, like « 
drunken, drowſy, ſlothful Sluggard, and carried away with the 
Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, into the 


| wes Priſon of Hell, and there tormented with Shame and 


verlaſting Pun:ſhment. 

Ath. /oberly. Sir, if the Caſe be ſo, as you ſay, concerning 
the different Motions of theſe two contending Powers in every 
Man's Breait, and their different Ends; yet 7 fancy that there 
are many Men and Women who are ſo much for the Profits and 
Pleaſures of this World, that, ſeemingly, they but little mind 
whoſe Intereſt they join, or who they are for, whether God or 


the Devil, or what will be the End of it, whether Heaven or 
Hell. Ah! Sir, Gain is all the Game. But, however, ſuppoſe 
a Man would enquire whether his Thoughts are from God or 
the Devil, how muſt he do to know that, eſpecially in ſome "RF 


doubtful Caſes ? 
' Believ. boldly. Sir, Almighty God is the Father and Searcher 
of Spirits, and trieth the very Hearts and Reins of Mankind ; 


and he hath given us his Holy Word and Commandments to | 1 
try the Spirits, to know whether they come from God or the 


Devil. And by this we may #noxw the Spirit of Truth, and the 
Spirit of Error. 1 John iv. 6. And as for ſuch Men and 
Women, who make the Gain of this World their principal Aim, 
and would bow to the Devil for Gain, and take Gain for Godli- 
nels, from ſuch turn away; and let their ſordid Gold and 
ſulphurous Duſt and Earth deliver or purchaſe Deliverance for 
them, if it can; I am ſure it is like truſting to a broken Staff; 
for Virtue is the moſt precious Pearl upon Earth, and ought to 
be admired far above all the falſe and deceitful Gems in the 
World: All Human Happineſs proceeds from Virtue, but all 
ſinful and unlawful Gain and covetous Love of Money is the 
Root of all Evil. For, as St. Paul adviſed Timothy, they that 
will be rich, (are reſolved to get it right or wrong) fall into 
Temptations and a Snare, and into many fooliſh and burt ful Lufts, 
which drown Men in Deſtruction and Perdition. For the Love of 
Money is the Root of all Evil ; which while ſome have coveted 


after, have erred from the Faith, and pierced themſelves through 


with many Sorrows. 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. Gain gotten by 
honeſt Induſtry are Comforts to a Man in Afflictions; but what 
ſignifieth a Mountain of ill-gotten Gold to a Man upon his Death- 
Bed? Now, Sir, your own preſeilt Experience will anſwer this 
« Point. Pray, what ſay you to it? . 
Ath. /oberly. Why, Sir, I know what I have gain'd honeſtl 

is a great Comfort to me in my Afflictions; but that watch | 
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have got by Fraud, Deceit, or any ſinful way, has brought ſuch 


Hah ---- 
I have too little minded that good old Saying, that Honeſty is the 
5 beft Policy ; for the common Struggle amongſt Men now-a-days is, 
* who ſhall get the moſt Riches, &c. build the fineſt Houſes, and 
gain the greateſt Place of Honour, Profit, and Pomp, &c. but 
it's no matter how. Hah !----- | 
Believ. meckly. Well, Sir, then let this Idol God of ſinful 
Gain go by, and let us ſeriouſly conſider and ftrive to ſerve and 
pleaſe our Great Creator, God Almighty, ; and be rich in good Works, 
for that is the greateſt Riches of this World and that to 
come; For as he had Power to create us, he ought to have 
the Prerogative Power to preſcribe us Laws to govern us, and 
Precepts to direct our Wills and guide our Actions; and theſe 
Laws and Precepts of Almighty God are all holy, juſt, and 
good, and highly agreeable with our own Spirit of Truth within 
us, and right Reaſon. And this Great God has openly declared 


his merciful Promiſes of Everlaſting Rewards of Happineſs to 


all his righteous and obedient Servants in his Glorious Kingdom 
of Heaven ; and has threatened his dreadful Everlaſting Puniſh- 
ments of Miſery and Torment to all wicked and diſobedient 
Servants in his gloomy Priſon of Hell: And, as I faid before, 
God has plainly ſet before Man Life and Gooa, Death and Evil, 
and hath given Mankind the Liberty to take his Choice, as you 
may read in that excellent Book of Deuterouomy, Chap. xxviii. 
&c. and many other Places to the ſame Purpoſe in the Holy 
Scriptures. Now, Sir, if you deny the Immortality of the 
Soul, and a Future State, then thereby you declare Almighty 
God's Holy Word, Commandments, Promiſes and Threatenings 
to be all in vain, and Man a lawleſs Creature, who need not 
fear God nor Devil, nor how wicked he liveth, nor when 
he ſhall die; yea, be would declare his own Spirit of Truth a 
Liar, and his Conſcience a falſe Accuſer, and his Fear of Death 
and Future Puniſhment only a Coward : Now I challenge, do 
this who dare. 

Ath. /oberly, Hah !-----Well, I muſt confeſs thoſe are trying 
Points. [Dampt.) But------What ſhall I fay ?------ Confound 
it.------T thought of ſomething, but I know not what. 
{ Boldly.) Oh! But pray, Sir, if God be the Giver of this 
Spirit of Truth and good Thoughts to Man, who is the Giver 
of evil Thoughts ? 

Believ. The Devil. 

. Ath. Who is'the Devil? That Evil Will? 

Believ, Sir, he was created an Angel of Light in Heaven 
but for his Rebellion and Diſobedience againſt, Almighty God 
his Creator, he, the Devil, and as many Angels as were foung 
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in Rebellion with him, were all caſt out of Heaven down to 
Hell for their Puniſhment for ever; and now the Devil and his 
Angels would perſuade all Mankind, if they can, into the ſame 
Rebellion and Puniſhment with themſelves. 4 

Ath. bo:dly. But pray, Sir, how and for what Reaſon hath 
the Devil this Power to put into a Man's Mind evil Thoughts. 

Believ. meekly. Why, Sir, Almighty God has permitted the 
Devil to have this Power over Man fince his Fall, becauſe Man 
forſook his Obedience to his God firſt, - and join'd in Rebellion 
with the Devil and his Angels againſt Almighty God ; then 
Almighty God forſook Man, and let the Devil take him Captive 
in his Will. Thus was the firſt Man taken Captive by the 
Devil in his Will, and all us his Poſterity. 

Ath. Bolaly. But why, Sir, ſhould all Mankind be involved 
in all this Captivity and Trouble by the Devil for the firſt Man's 
Offence ? 

Believ. boldly. Sir, the Devil and his Angels might have 
kept in that State of Happineſs in which they were created, as 
well as their Fellow-Angels did; and ſo conſequently might the 
firſt Man and Woman, Adam and Eve, had they continued in 
their Obedience to their Creator : But as the Devil and his Angels 
are condemn'd to Hell for their Puniſhment ; ſo Man and his 
Poſterity are condemned to Death for their Puniſhment in this 
World. The Body dies, becauſe of Sin; but the Spirit liveth, 
becauſe of Righteouſneſs. Rom. viii. 10. And if Man continues 
in living Devil-like upon Earth, Almighty God has threatened 
not only to ſeize him by Death, but thereby to ſend him Priſoner 
to Hell, to the Devil and his Angels, for their Everlaſting 
Puniſhment. | | | 

Ath. bo/dly. But, Sir, is not that very unreaſonable, that we 
ſhould ſuffer for our firſt Parents Faults? What! muſt all Men 
and Women ſuffer for one Man and Woman ? Why did not God 
ſtrike them into nothing, and try others, who, perhaps, might 
have done better? | 

Believ. meekly. Ah! Sir, ſuppoſe you and your Wife had 
been tried in their ſtead, or the next, can you be ſure that you 
wou'd have done better? For, as our Caſe is now, altho' Man, 
for his Diſobedience was condemned to Eteral Death and Puniſh. 
ment with the Devil and his Angels in Hell ; yet Almighty God, 
out of tender Love and Compaſſion to Mankind, has ſent his 
or Son, Jeſus Chriſt, to die for their Sins, and redeem and 
ranſom them from their Captivity and Eternal Puniſhment, into 
which the Devil had involved them ; and thereby brought us 
into a State of Salvation again, and put us in a way how to get 
to Heaven, if we will be faithful and obedient to the juſt Laws. 
and Commands of our Almighty Creator and Redeemer : And 
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; t to turn into Rebellion againſt God, our Creator 
= his Son Ji Chriſt, our Redeemer, as bad, if not worſe, 


Us 
Adam and Eve. | 
—_— roughly. Why, Sir, methinks it was very hard and 


| ; ſevere, that God ſhould caſt Adam out of Paradiſe, and condemn 
him to Death, for eating of an Apple which his own Wife 
brought to him: I find that in the Beginning of the Scriptures, 


Believ. meekly. Hah !-----That fatal Story! And there alſo 
you find how the Treachery was brought about : The Woman 
was found alone from her Huſband, was attacked, tempted, and 
overcome by the Devil, to taſte the forbidden Fruit, and 
thereby enſnares her Huſband alſo. And as the Devil began to 


aſſault and afflict Man by attacking and tempting the weaker 


Veſlel, his Wife, in the Beginning; ſo the Devil and his Agents 
will continue their wicked Policy and Miſchief unto the End of 
the World: Whichought to be a continual Caution and Warning to 
Man and Wife, auhom God hath joined together,to let no Man, Woman, 
nor Devil put them aſunder, neither in Body nor Mind. Be ware 
of Dogs, beware of evil Workers, beware of Ty n.aTaTopn'r, 
Concifion, Cutting aſunder. Philip. iii. 2. For as the Devil him- 
ſelf watcheth for Opportunity to make all the Miſchief he can 
between God and Man, ſo do his Inſtruments, Wicked Men; as 
the Prophet, Fer. v. 7, &c. complaineth, ſaying, They riſe up 


from their Tables full fed, and every one neigheth after his Neigh- 


bour's Wife, as the full fed Horſe neigheth after his Mate. 
Job xxiv. 15. The Eye of the Adulterer waiteth for the Tawi- 
light, &c. Vea, they are waiting for the Twilight, and watch - 
ing their Opportunity when they can catch ſimple Eve by her- 
ſelf, then they would play the Devil with her, and then, 
Devil like, laugh her and her Huſband to ſcorn, when they have 
done. Ab! adulterous and ſinful Generation; a People laden 
awith Iniquity ! | 
Ath. ſaberly. Hah !-----Well, this Evil is too well known in 
the World to be deny'd, which certainly is making the greateſt 
Miſchief betwixt God and Man, and Man and Wife, in this 
World. Deluding Devils in Paradiſe! Altho' it may too often 
pou oft with the Jeſt, by the Gallant ſpeaking the 'Truth before 
e is aware, ſaying, 7 only play'd the Rogue: And the ſimple 
Noman often is proud, that ſhe is admired by Deluders above 
her Neighbours, little conſidering the enſuing Miſchief ; and yet 
ſuch Jexabels would govern the World; as God call'd to Adam, 
Man, where art thu? But, Sir, to leave that Care to every 
Man and Wife for themſelves, I proceed to another Queſtion : 
Methinks it was hard that God placed the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, with its beautiful Fruit, in the Midſt of the 
Garden, to tempt Adam and Eve ; why was it not either hid 


from 
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Death for the ſame. 


44 The Sacred Tragedy. Book II. 
from them, or placed in ſome obſcure Corner, or furniſt'd with 
ſuch deform'd, bitter Fruit, as would neither tempt the Eye nor 
pleaſe the Taſte ? Or, laſtly, why was not there ſuch a Guard ſet 
about it before they pluck'd of the Fruit as there was after- 
wards ? For I read that God ſet an Angel with a flaming Sword, 
that turned every way, to guard it, Hah !-----A Guard ſet too 
late ! 95 | 
Believ. meekly. Why, Sir, by this Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil being placed in the Midſt of the Garden, and 
Almighty God forbidding Adam and Eve from eating thereof, 
plainly repreſents the Trial of their Obedience; for they had 
free Liberty to taſte and eat of all the good Trees of the Garden, 
which were ſufficient for their Knowledge and Suſtenance, to 
live innocently, and be content and obedient, and confequently 


Happy for ever: But the Devil envying their Happineſs, ſets 


upon the Woman by his ſubtle Wiles, according to his own 
preſumptuous Principles, perſwades the Woman that there was 
{uch extraordinary Virtues in that forbidden Fruit above all the 
reſt, that by the eating thereof they ſhould be as Gods, knowing 
Good and Evil. Then the Woman, being perſwaded by that 
aſpiring Principle, takes and eats of the forbidden Fruit, and 
brings of the ſame to her Huſband, and perſwades him by the 
ſame Wile to eat the ſameallo ; ſo they loſt God's Favour, found 
themſelves naked, and laugh'd to ſcorn by the Devil. Thus 
were they ſoon betray'd by the Devil from their innocent Know- 
ledge of good Obedience to Evil and Diſobedience alſo, altho” 
they were forewarn'd by Almighty God of the Puniſhment of 
| Hah !-----Fair Warning! And as for the 
ſeeming Beauty and Sweetneſs of the forbidden Fruit, which 
they hoped for, plainly repreſents the forbidden Fruit of the 
unlawful and finful Pleaſures of this World, which are coveted 
and longed after by our corrupt Inclinations, becauſe they ſeem 
at a Diſtance to be beautiful and pleaſing ; but when we are 
tempted, enticed, and eaſily yield, like inconſiderate Cowards, 
to our deceitful Enemy the Devil and his Inſtruments, to taſte of 
them, we ſoon find ourſelves ſhamefully deceived, and, like 
unto Adam and Eve's Apple, all their ſeeming Sweetneſs proveth 
Shame, Bitterneſs, and Gall. Hah !-- --What greater Pleaſure 


than a good Conſcience? But what greater Trouble than an evil 


One? And as Man is very cautious of taſting any beautiful 
Frait which will poiſon his Body, ſo much more ought he to 
deny taſting of that forbidden Fruit which will poiſon his Soul, 
both in'this World, and that to come. 
Knowledge of Good and Evil being placed in the Midſt of the 
Garden, it plainly repreſents Almighty God's Holy Will and 
Commandments, which are plainly -made known to our 158 
i | in 


And as for the Tree of 
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ind and Soul; and Man, fairly forewarn'd, is left, as it 
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Were, at Liberty to chooſe either Good or Evil, to ſerve God or 

the Devil. - And as for the Guard of an Angel with a flaming 

Sword, it was not ſet to guard the Tree of Knowledge of Good 

w Evil, but the Tree of Life, Gen. iii. 22, 24. that diſobedient 

, who was condemn'd to die, ſhould not have the Liberty 

Weat of the Tree of Life, to prevent Death, and live for ever 
Diſobedience, No. 


ach. %%. But pray, Sir, let me aſk. you one Queſtion : If 


* 


- 


caſt the Devil out of Heaven for his Rebellion againſt him, 


| and condemned him to Hell for ever for his Puniſhment, as you 


« 
"a7 


before; then how came the Devil into Paradiſe to tempt 
am and Eve to eat the forbidden Fruit? Or why was ſuch a 


ile Tempter ſuffered to come near an innocent Man and 


Woman to deceive them before they well knew what they did, 


what would be the End of it? 
EX £cliev. meek/y. Pray, Sir, let me aſk you one Queſtion by 
ay of Anſwer to your's: Pray how comes the Devil, with 


Is evil Suggeſtions, into your Mind? Might he not as eaſily come 
to the Minds of Adam and Eve in Paridiſe as into your 
ind? And as for Almighty God ſuffering the Devil to tempt 


un and Eve in Paradiſe, we need not doubt but that Almighty 
od ſuffered the Angels to converſe together in Heaven, as he 


th Men upon Earth. And as the Arch-Rebel the Devil firſt 
gan his Rebellion in Heaven, ſo he endeavour'd to perſuade as 


any of the other Angels into Rebellion along with him as he 
ulld; but, in the mean time, they very well knew their 
iſobedient Act againſt their Creator, God Almighty, and were, 
s doubt, forewarned of their Puniſhment for the ſame ; yet 
ey flattered themſelves with their preſumptuous and vain Hopes, 
hat they might deceive or diſappoint the Promiſes and Threat- 
Pings of Almighty God, and pleaſe themſelves alſo: But vain 
as the Preſumption of the Devil and his Angels, for they were 
alt out of Heaven down to Hell for their Puniſhment ; 
goſe good Angels, who refuſed to join with the evil, but 
uragiouſly fought. againſt them, and drove them from their 
Tompany in Heaven, were, for their dutiful Obedience to their 
Treator, by him confirmed and rewarded with Everlaſting 


but 


Happineſs. And the Caſe is the ſame amongft Men upon Earth. 
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ou may as well ſay, Why was ſuch a wicked Man or Woman 
r Company ſuffered to come near you, to tempt and entice you 
s ſuch evil Actions as they did? And again, why was you 
Wuftered to go near ſuch or ſuch an innocent Perſon, to tempt or 
Entice him or her into ſuch evil Actions of the ſinful and unlawful 


7 leaſures and Gain of this World, as you have too often done? 
or as there is good Company who willingly converſe together, 
II | 


and 
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and exhort one another to their dutiful Obedience to Almighty Act | 
God]; ſo alſo there is too much evil Company, who are tempting RF Lond be « 
and enticing one another into Rebellion and Diſobedience againſt Behold / 
him: But the Preſumption and Flattery of the Devil and wicked 
Men can never deceive or diſappoint the Purpoſes of Almighty | 
God. But beware of giving heed to ſeducing Spirits and Doctrine 
of Devils, ſpeaking Lies in Hypocriſy. 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2. There- 
fore let no Man ſay when heis tempted, I am tempted of God ; for 
God cannot be tempted with Evil, neither tempteth he any Man. 
But when a Man is tempted, he is drawn away of his own Luft, 
and enticed. James i. 13, 14. Hah!---- Sir, let us all confider 
the great Trials of holy Fob. The Devil being ſyperior in 
Power to Man, we find him in a manner contending with 
Almighty God to have the Liberty to tempt and try Man; and 
Almighty God hath choſen ſome of his faithful Servants, and 
turn'd them out as his Champions, to combat with the Devil, as 
holy Job for one: For Satan appearing in the Preſence of God, 5 
as tho* he would dare him to a Combat, God ſaid, From whence 
comeſt thou, Satan? And the Devil anſwered, (like in a lofty RR 
manner) From going to and fro in the Earth, and from walking 
up and down in it. (Hah !-----And doing all the Miſchief he can 
to Man.) And God ſaid unto Satan, Haſt thou confidered my RG 
Servant Job, that there is none like him in all the Earth, a 
perfect and an upright Man, one that feareth God, and eſcheweth 
Evil. Now obſerve that Satan's Power muſt ſubmit to God. 
And Satan anſwered the Lord, and ſaid, Doth Job ſerve God for 
nought ? Haſt not thou made an Hedge about him, and about his 
Houſe, and avout all that he hath on every Side? Thou haſt bleſſed 
the Warks of his Hands, and his Subſtance is increaſed in the 
Land. But put forth thine Hand now, and touch what he hath, 
and he will curſe thee to thy Face. And the Lord ſaid unte Satan, 
Behold all that he hath is in thy Power, only upon himſelf put not 
forth thine Hand. So Satan went forth from the Preſence of the 
Lord, to encounter holy Fob, (Job i.) where may be read at 
large the ſad Catalogue of the Misfortunes the Devil brought 
upon his Cattle and Family, and all to perſuade and provoke him to 
curſe God, &c. But the holy Man fellupon theGround and worſhipped, 
Seying, Naked came ] out of my Mother's Womb, and naked ſball 
return thither. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; 
bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. In all this Job finned not with 
his Lips, nor charged God fooliſhly. Now, Sir, conſider that 
theſe his Integrities were the Weapons which beaten the Devil 
from him. Again Satan appeareth in the Preſence of the Lord, 
to obtain more Liberty againſt the Body of holy Fob, ſaying, 
Skin for Skin, all that a Man hath will he give for his Life. 
Put forth thine Hand now, and touch but his Bone and his mn. 
of” a 5 Aa 
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5 nd he will curſe thee to thy Face. And the Lord ſaid unto Satan, 
Behold he is in thine Hand, but ſave his Life. Now, Sir, for 
the next fierce Combat: All but Life now is at Stake. Then went 


Ltan forth; and ſinote Job with fore Boils (or Small-pox) from 
2 of of his Foot to bis Crown. Then holy Fob humled him- 


lf before his God, and /at down among the Aſhes, and ſcraped 
imſelf with a Potſherd. Then the Devil makes uſe of the 
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ſufficiently rewarded for it in this World, and undoubtedly much 
more in the World to come. Therefore put on the whole Armour 
„4“ God, that ye may be able to withſtand the Wiles of the Devil. 
Read Eph. vi. 11, &. So. that it is not a Man's being tempted 
by the Devil or his Inſtruments that makes him a Rebel againſt 
1: + — God, but the Cowardly Vielding to the Temptation 
chat cauſeth the Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, and giveth the 
EX Devil the greater Power over us; therefore the Conqueror ſhall 
be eternally rewarded, but the Coward puniſhed ; ſo all Men 
and Women muſt fight, to conquer the Devil. Now, Sir, what 
EZ think you of ſuch Trials and Combats between the Devil and 
Man? 
Ath. /oberly. Indeed, Sir, you have now brought ſome new 
Thoughts into my Mind, which I can't but ſay are reaſonable : 
for ſince Almighty God has created Creatures, he has reaſonably 
given them Liberty to converſe one with another: And indeed 
1 may as well aſk why the Devil has Power to come into my 
Mind, as why he was ſuffered to come into the Minds of Adam 
and Eve in Paradiſe to tempt them? Or why is another Man ſuffered to 
tempt me? Or why was I ſuffered to tempt another Man? And 
1 know that it is too common for a wicked Man to tempt a more 
innocent Perſon. And if God ſuffered the Devil to tempꝭ and trouble 
that good Man Fob, which you ſpeak of; much more may I expect 
Sad will ſuffer the Devil to tempt and trouble me, and then will 
be my Turn to combat. I have ſome more Queſtions to aſk 
vou on theſe Points, but I muſt leave them until another Time, 
for I am ſo weak ſtill that I muſt lye down to reſt me. Hah !----- 
What Work is here! One Sinner tempteth another to fin ! 

= Believ. meekly, Well, Sir, I may call on you ſome other 
Time, and hear your further Queſtions. Now I wiſh you a good 
Night, and in the Morning that you may ſeriouſly think on theſe 
Things, H 2 Exit Believer. 
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Ath. alone in Bed next Morning, conſidering. 
Tempting, Trying and Fighting is here between good Angel, 
and evil Angels, and good Men and wicked Men, and again 

2twcen the Devil and Man! So that I find there has been War 


both in Heaven and Earth. The Devil, I find, was the firf 
Rebel againſt Almighty God, and it is common for one Rebel 
to draw all as he can along with him, to ſtrengthen his Forces: 
For Rebels always aim to ſubvert Governments, that they may 
be Governors themſelves; but if they happen to miſs of their 


Aim, and fall in the Action, and come to Puniſhment, then they A 


ſeem to have ſorge Pleaſure, that others (altho* they have deceived 


them) ſuffer as well as themſelves: And it is not only ſo among 


Angels, but I find it is truly ſo amongſt Men ; for one Man who | 0h 
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Hah !-----What 


followeth heinous Practices, ſtriveth to corrupt and draw all he L 
can along with him. Hah !-----Well, I muſt turn, and conſider 7 


further on't. 
The End of the ninth AF. 


Ar 
SCENE Atheift's Houſe. 


Believer calling. 


The Converſation between God and Man is in the Spirit. 


f 


Believer boldly. » 


E L I, Sir, how do you now ? What think you now of ' 
my Reaſons and Aniwers to your late difficult and hard 
J little thought you would have afk'd ſo man). 


Queſtions ? 
fancy, had you gone on in your Atheiftical Notions and Practices, 
and not been ſtopt by Afflictions, you would have but little con- 
ſidered of the State of your Immortal Soxl, both in this World 
and for the World to come. I know it is too 


common for Atbeiſis and Reprobates to ſtrive to ſtifle and ſmother 
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Truth, or elſe banter it off with hard Queſtions : But now you 
are come to Reaſoning, Iam the more pleaſed to diſpute the Caſe 


with you. 


Remember, Sir, all muſt fight to conquer the Devil, 


to prevent his drawing us into Rebellion againſt Almighty God, 
and thereby enſnare our Immortal Souls inro Everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment-in the World to come. 1 


Ath. /oberly, 


Devil Power over a Man's Body and Goods; but pray, Sir, 
| | a Bagdad and 
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Put into Actions, 
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how came the Devil to have Power in a Man's Mind, to put into 
it evil Thoughts? This evil Devil corrupts all. 

Believ. meekly. Sir, I told you before, that Almighty God is 
an Infinite, Eternal, and Incomprehenſible Spirit; the Father of 
Spirits ; and his Angels, both good and evil, are ſuch powerful 
Spirits alſo as God of his infinite Wiſdom has been pleaſed to 
create them ; and Man is endued with an Immortal Soul, or 
Spirit, alſo. Now, Sir, what Converſation can Man have with 
Almighty God himſelf, or his Son Jeſus Chriſt, or God and 
Jeſus Chrift with Man, but in the Spirit or Mind only? All our 
good Thoughts, Grace, and Spirit of Zeal and Truth cometh 
immediately from Almighty God and his Son Fe/us Chriſt; and 
this Converſation between Almighty God and Mankind is properly 
called The Inviſible Church of Chriſt militant upon Earth; and 
the happy Converſation between Almighty God and the Souls or 
Spirits of Juſt Men departed, and made perfect, is properly called 
The Triumphant Church of Chrift in Heaven, Again, Sir, what 
Converſation can Saints upon Earth have one with another, and 
they with the happy Saints and Angels in Heayen, but in the 
Unity of the Spirit, and Divine Contemplations and Speculations 
in the Mind only? They all acknowledge one Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptiſm, and one God and Father of all. Eph. iv. 5, 6. 
This is The Holy Communion of Saints upon Earth. Again, Sir, 
what Converſation can the Devil have with Man, or Man with 
the Devil and his Angels and the Spirits of wicked Men, but by 
evil Suggeſtions in the Mind or Spirit only, perſwading one 
another into Unbelief of the Only True Cod and Jeſus Chrift 
whom he hath ſent, and the Immortality of the Soul of Man, 
and Everlaſting Rewards and Puniſhments ? And this is properly 
called The Synagogue of Jatan. Thus, Sir, doth Spirits, both 
good and evil, converſe with one another; and our greateſt 
Comfort in this Conflict is, that the Divine Spirit of God, 
Grace and Truth within us, will be our continual Support and 
Guide through this World to the deſired Heaven, where aue 
avould be, if we will but be ruled and follow its Directions. 


Now, Sir, what think you of this Converſation with Spirits? 


Heb. xii. 9. Shall we not much rather be in Subjection unto the 
Father of Spirits, and live? Now doth it not highly concern 
every Man to conſider whether he will be ruled and governed by 
his beſt Friend God Almighty, or his worſt Enemy the Devil; 
which Spirit or Thoughts he will yield to put into Actions, to 
ſerve Almighty God for Everlaſting Rewards, or to ſerve the 
Devil for Everlaſting Puniſhments ? 

Ath. /oberly. Hah !-----Well, I think no Man can deny the 
Truth of this, which he hath daily Experience of in his own 
Mind, Hah !-----and has need to be careful what Thoughts — La 
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Believ. meetly. Very true, Sir. Now I hope you are ſenſible 
of this Civil War in your Mind, and who the Parties are, and 
for what End they contend. Now pray conſider, Sir, that Man 
is not the Commander of his own Thoughts; and when 
Almighty God giveth Grace and good Thoughts to a Man, he 
ought to put them into good Actions, and then we may 
reaſonably expect God will, by our fervent Prayer, give us more 
Grace and good I houghts to help us conquer the evil, and we 
ought to return him I hanks for them; that ſo, by his continual 
Heip, we may be able to fight and conquer the Devil, and be 
rewarded, as true and faithful Servants, with Everlaſting Happi- 
neſs in the Glorious Kingdom of Heaven for ever and ever. But it we 
light and tmother Grace and good 'Theughts, and ſhamefully yield 
to evil Thoughts, and put them into evil Actions, then we may 
reaſonably expect that Almighty God will withdraw his Holy 
Spirit of Grace and good Thoughts from us, and give us up at 
length to a reprobate Mind, to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedi- 
. Rom. i. 28. And then we may expect to be juſtly condemned 
to Everlaſting Puniſhment, as falſe and diſobedient Servants, in 
the gloomy Priſon of Hell, for ever and ever. No Man can 
plead Ignorance, for the Grace of God, which bringeth Salvation, 
hath appeared to all Men, teaching them that, denying Ungodlineſs 
and Worldly Luſts, wwe ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent World. Titus ii. 11, 12. 

Ath. foberly. Hah !-----Now comes in that horrible Thought 
of a World to come of Puniſhment for ever and ever. 
Hah !-----Why now if a Man was certainly ſure that this World 
of Puniſhment to come for ever and ever was true, then he need 
not be long in chooſing what Spirit or Thoughts ought to rule 
and govern his Actions : But there are ſo many Men and Women 
who ſeem to live, believe, talk, and act as though it was all a 
Fable, and the preſent Pleaſures of this World are ſo bewitching, 
that it is hard to leave them. In ſhort, altho' I am afraid this 
Everlaſting Life of, Puniſhment will prove true, yet There are ſo 
many Perfivaſions and Doubts to the contrary, that I ſtill-want 
ſome better Proofs and Reaſons than what I have heard or know 
yet, to confirm me in a true Belief of it; for I am not yet 
ſatisſied. i 

Believ. pitiful. Ah! Sir, ſure you have but little conſidered 
of the Proofs and Reaſons that I have given you from the Holy 
Word of God and Human Reaſons, &c. Hah !----Sir, the Foo! 
hath ſaid in his Heart, there is no God. What, will you believe 
neither God nor. Man, nor your own Reaſon? What Proofs 
would you have? How hard 1s it to perſwade a Man to look 
farther than a Beaſt! How long will you halt between two 
Opinions? How frange is it that a Man ſhould be ſo backward. 
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-ove in Everlaſting Happineſs, and all for the deceitful 
2 and Gain of this World, and for fear of Everlaſting 
Puniſhment in the World to come ! How credulous are Men apt 
to be in believing in Promiſes of Happineſs before they come to 
real Enjoyment ; but how unwilling to believe in 'Threatenings 


4 of Puniſhments until it be too late to ſhun them ! Hah !----. 


5 What would this World, the Fleſh, and the Devil be at? How 


do they bewitch and betray the Minds of too many Men and 
Women into Sin and Unbelief! Now, Sir, I will offer tkis 
Queſtion to you: That if you will not believe the reaſonable 
Evidences and Proofs that Almighty God and Human Reaſon 

ive you to prove the Truth and Certainty of a Future State, of 

eaven and Everlaſting Rewards of Happineſs for the Righteous, 
to be true; let me hear what reaſonable Evidences and Proofs 
you and the Devil and all his Inſtruments, Wicked Men, can 
give and make, to prove that Hell and Everlaſting Puniſhments 
for the Wicked is a downright Lye and Fable. Now, Sir, look 
about you; [Believ. boldly] for I challenge you all, yea, I 
dare you and the Devil and all his Inflruments to ſummon all 
your Rhetorick and ſmooth Arguments and Evidences together, 
and try what you can make on't to anſwer this Queſtion, I 
believe and ſay that there is an Eternal God, and a Future State 
of Everlaſting Happineſs for the Righteous in Heaven; how do 
you prove that there is no God, nor no Future State of Everlaſt- 
ing Puniſhments for the Wicked in Hell? Now you and the 
Devil try your Skill, 

Ath. dampt, and confounded. Nay, now, Sir, you have put 
me to the ſtand more than ever. Why, I never heard, or read, 
or thought of ſuch a Queſtion in all my Life until now. Hah l 
Confound the Devil! What a new Queſtion is this! Hah !--... 
How do I prove that there is no God ? Why, I don't deny now 
but that there muſt be an Immortal God ; I am convinced in that 
already, as I told you before; and I think that I can reaſonably 
pore that well enough by his Works, &c. [Ath. turns afide.} 

ut how do I prove that there is no Hell, no Future State of 
Everlaſting Puniſhment for the Wicked? Hah !-----How do 1 
prove it to be a Lie? Confound it! Whoo!-----Where are we 
all now? Why, now we are all damp'd and confounded, 
Hah !-----A new Queſtion indeed! Why, I can't tell what to 
ſay to it at preſent, nor where or how to begin. I think this 
new Queſtion will taſk the Devil and all his Imps. Whoop ! 
Baalſwaggerers, where are you all now? Here is Work for you, 
i' faith! [Ath. returns] Hah !-----How do I prove it? Hah I- 
Wal, I muſt conſider on't. 
lev. meekly, calls after him, Why, Sir, you may as well 
deny the Being of a God as a Future State; fo if there = 
- ' , * Tru ä 


to the ſtand again at laſt; I will leave you to conſider on't : 


bear the raſh Belchings and wicked Expreſſions of too many 
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Truth in one, there muſt conſequently be Truth in the other alſo: 4 

For the Eternal God cannot ceaſe to be ; and God, who cannot Fniſh y. 
lie, hath promiſed us Eternal Life. Titus i. 2. And he faith, 7 u yo! 
awill reward the Righteous, and puniſh the Wicked. 

Ath. milder. Why, 'Sir, I am rather apt to believe, if there 
be a Future State, that God will reward the Righteous more than 
puniſh the Wicked ; but how to prove that there will be no 
Future State of Puniſhment for the Wicked, I can't pretend to it 
at preſent; I think I had rather change Sides with you now. 
You talk'd of me aſking you hard Queſtions ; but I think you 
have aſk'd me one now, aye, and a confounded hard one too. 
[Turns aſide.] Hah !-----Well, I muſt conſider on't againſt 
another Time; but what I ſhall make on't, I don't yet know ; I 
believe it will prove a Neck Verſe 

Believ. ſmiling, calls after him. Well, Sir, I find you are = 

ut 


pray conſider, and beware you do not run to exceſſive Drinking 
again, for that, and the too common Evils which attend it, is 
the very Deſtruction of ſerious Thoughts concerning better 
Things. I doubt it is too common to ſee the wicked Actions and 


Men and Women, as tho' there was neither God nor Devil, nor 
Heaven nor Hell, nor Future Rewards nor Puniſhments ; but how 
they know that I cannot tell, or whatſufficient Reaſons or Proofs they 
give againſt the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of a Future State of 


Rewards and Punifhments I never yet heard, only they ſeem to Fear v 
believe ſo, and would fain perſwade one another by Word of Hah !-- 
Mouth : They have never been at Hell to ſee it, and becauſe no none th 
Devil nor Man comes from thence to convince them, therefore . read o 
they will not believe God nor his Son Jeſus Chriſt, nor Moſes and Meet! 


the Prophets, no, nor their own Conſcience and Reaſon; yea, py pv ickec 
they would live in Defiance of Almighty God's holy Laws and 1 9 Rogue 
Commandments, his Promiſes and Threatenings, to live like ] 
Devils upon Earth,, and then hope to die like a Beaſt, to ſhun 
Everlaſting Puniſhment. Oh! Sir, how lamentable is the 
Deviliſh Madneſs and Folly of ſuch wicked Men! [Believ. 
meekly.] Ah! Sir, confider that Baalſwagger's Dragooning 
Proofs and Reaſons againſt a Future State are rather a Curſe or a 
Damn than any good Reaſons. Hah!-----How ſtrange and 
diſmal it is to hear him belching out his Deviliſh and Helliſh 
Language in calling upon God to damn his Soul and Body to Hell 
for ever and ever, and at the ſame time will neither believe it nor 
fear it! And yet what reaſonable Proofs are all theſe, and too 
many more ſuch-like vain, raſh, and wicked Expreſſions againſt a 
Future State of Puniſhment ? Why, none at all : Therefore pray, 
Sir, beware that you be not carried away with ſuch blind ag 
an 
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"4 Notions that the Devil and wieked Men will not fail to 
_ ** furniſh you with to deceive you, until Death ſeize you, and 
- arty your Immortal Soul into Hell for Everlaſting Puniſhment, 
before you are aware, and too late to eſcape it. Now, Sir, L 
leave you, and deſire you will ſeriouſly conſider of theſe 
gs. Now farewel, and I wiſh you well. 

a | | Exit Believer. 
ach. alone, after ſome time confidering. Hah !-- --What a new 
Weſtion is this! Now I am put to my Trumps indeed! 
o! ye drunken Atbeiſts all, hearken to this new Queſtion, 
ad try all your Art and Skill to anſwer it, or elſe we are all caſt 
Ir ever. Hah !-----One ſays this, and another ſays that. 
ell, come, I will try a little by myſelf what I can make on't. 
yppoſe I will be reſolute, and ſay I will not believe, for I have 
Fever ſeen Hell, and no Man comes again to tell me. Hah !---- 
No, this will not do, for it plainly condemns me that I know 
Wothing to the contrary. | 9m to ſay a Man dieth and 
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3 Pouldereth to Duſt like the Carcaſe of a Beaſt, and no Man 
eth the Soul of Man take its Flight from the Body, any more 
han a Beaſt's, who can prove any thing to the contrary of this? 


„ Hah !-----No, this will not do neither; for to ſay that there are 
vo Spirits, becauſe I can't ſee them with theſe Bodily Eyes, this 
enies the Being of the Spirit of God and his Angels, &c. and 
I cannot deny this Spirit of Truth within me. Hah !-----This 


vounded Conſcience, yea, and this Spirit of Truth and horrible 
Fear within me, which appeareth not in any of the Beaſts! 
Hahl -No, theſe Proofs will not bear Reaſon, nor, in ſhort, 
none that I can think of, nor, I am ſure, that I never heard or 
read of any ſufficient Reaſons from any others. Hah !-----And 
yet I have too commonly ſeen and heard the raſh Sayings and 
wicked Practices of too many Men and Women; yea, the 
4 Rogues and Whores would live and act like ſo many Dogs and 
Bitches; that they ſeem neither to believe in nor fear any thing 
of this Future State of Everlaſting Puniſhment, elſe they would 


” al ONT 4 9 


never go on in ſuch a raſh manner as too many ſeem to do. 

* 4 What availeth it to ſay, Let's have none of your Nonſenſe, none of 
——X your dull Stories, leave them to Prieftcraft ; drink about, Boys, 
art another Coney, mind your preſent Game, drink and drive Care 
away, drown Melancholy, let us pleaſe ourſelves and be merry with 
== ec preſent Pleaſures while wwe live and have them, for when we 


f . die all the World is gone with us, and Death and Hell Fire are 


l = only Scarecrows to frighten the Simple; Fack, die hard, F 
Death in the Face with Courage, for Death will pay all our 
Debt, and ſecure us from all our Duns, therefore never let us die 


== 7: Debt to our Carcaſes, c. therefore never fear nothing, but 
at we /oa!l all di auell enough at laß? Hah!-----Confound 
| I h them 


\ 


* 


— 
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them all! What Proofs and Reaſons are all theſe that there is no 
Hell nor no Future State of Puniſhment for the Wicked? Why, 
juſt none at all, only vain Wiſhes and fooliſh Expreſſions from a a 
Parcel of drunken, mad Fools: Now I know that it is too 
common for a Man to run into drunken, gaming, and revelling 
Company, and to be deluded and drawn away by them into then 
Practices and Notions ; but now I have confidered on't, it i 
without either Fear or Wit: However, I have this Satisfaction in 
this new Queſtion, that if I can't anſwer it myſelf, I can ſtagger 
others with it, as well as it ſtaggers me, and let them ſtagger it 
out if they can; nay, I defy them all to give a rea le 
Anſwer and Proof againſt this new Queſtion, for I believe it 
will ſtall us all, and I know of none that can help us over it. 
Hahl Now I am driven to my Wits End. Hahl --- Well, 
I muſt draw back, and look better about me, to ſhun the diſma! 
Slough of Everlaſting Puniſhment. Now I know ſome will be 
ready to pack off this new Queſtion with a Curſe and a Dam, 
Away with your Nonſenſe, for I neither believe it nor fear it, &, 
but {till that's no Reaſon or Proof atallagainſtit, No; and I defy © 
them all to ſhake off the Fear of Future Puniſhment at laſt; *Z 
Therefore, in ſhort, I muſt conclude that it muſt be my beſt | 
and ſafeſt way to amend my Courſe of Life, that I may ſhun 
this Future State of Puniſhment, for I cannot think of a way 
to make any reaſonable Proof againſt it, therefore I will go and > 
conſider further on't. Exit Atheiſt. 
Believ. alone, meditating. Hah !-----What rebellious Enemies 
are the Devil, the World, and our own Fleſh, againſt Almighty 777 
God and our Immortal Souls! How many are their Temptation? 
and Objections againſt the Kingdom of Heawen and his Righteouſ- .. 
eſt! How many abſurd Queſtions, Doubts and Stumbling Blocks | 
do they throw in the way of the Spirit, to ſtop and hinder that 
holy Pilgrim from travelling to the deſired Heaven, where it | > 
avauld be And no Warning nor Reaſon, neither from God nor 
Man, no, nor their own right Reaſon, will ſatisfy their hard 
Queſtions, Doubts, and Objections againſt thoſe Divine Trutls I 
of Everlaſting Rewards and Puniſhments, nor filence their: 
Belchings and raſh Expreſſions, until their Career is ſtopt by that 
unfathomable Gulph, viz. Wits-End ; and then the wiſer Part 
turn back with Shame and Contempt, rather than run the Hazard 8 
any farther, and ſee their Folly ; but the more wicked ang 
hardened Sinners fall to raging and blaſpheming againſt Almighty == 
God and his Wiſdom, and reſolutely reſolve not to be ſtopt, but wil! 
venture to try the Bottom on't, to their own Everlaſting Puniik- = 
ment. Praiſed be thy Holy Name, O Lord God Almightr, 
exhich was, and art, and is to come, Rev. iv. 8. From Everlaſtinz 


"EXE 


es Everlaſting thou. art God, Pſalm xc. 2. that thou haft furniſhes Wi 
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is no me with ſuch Thoughts and Arguments to anſwer and ſtop the 
Why, hard Queſtions, Doubts, and Objections of all mine Enemies, 
rom: © che World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, againſt thy Truth and 
is tog = thine Everlaſting Mercies and Judgments! Righteous art thou, 
velling O Lord, and juft are thy Fudgments, Palm cxix. 137. Grant, 
d ther I beſeech thee, the Aſſiſtance of thy Heavenly Grace and Holy 
& d 7 Spirit to me and all mine, yea, and unto all Men, ſo to conſider 
tion in of thy great Truths, that we may enter into thine Everlaſting 
ſtagger and Glorious Kingdom in Heaven, and ſhun thine Everlaſting 
gger it judgments in Hell: And this I humbly beg, through the Merits 
onable of my Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, Amen and Amen. Now 

eve it  # I will call on my Companion to hear his Anſwer ; Lord, hel 

ver it. me to anſwer all his further ObjeQtions ! But I hope this Gul þ 

Well, of Wits-End will ſtop him and turn him back, to confider of the 

diſmal "2X Proofs and Reaſons I gave him before, which alone are ſufficient 

vill be to fatisfy any reaſonable Man; but I doubt he has too little con- 

Dam, - fidered of them; I will go and try him. Exit Believer. 

it, c. Ath. alone, complaining. Hah !-----What a ſhameful Turn haz 
I defy RF this new Queſtion given us! Hah !-----How would the Devil 

it laſt; deceive Man, in driving us blindfold into Puniſhment with him- 

ay beſt 8 felf! How this new Queſtion puzzles us muzzling, drunken 

y ſhun 8 Atheiſts all! Hah !-----How many Baalſwaggering Creatures are 
a way chere, who with their belching Arguments would make Men 

o and believe that they are able to argue with and confound the Devil 

eiſt. himſelf! But yet they can't give a ſufficient Anſwer againſt this 

nemies new Queſtion. Well, I will wait for this Believer, and hear 

night, what he ſays for it, for I have almoſt forgot. Exit Atheiſt. 

tations P23. The End of the tenth A. 
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ir bard WW SCENE Atheifs Houſe, Believer calling, 
ruths 

er I Athbeifts cannot reaſonably anſwer the Challenge. 

that Fi 5 

4 Part 5 3 . Believer meekly. 

Jazard IR, I make bold to call of you, to know what Anſwer 

d and you can make to my laſt Queſtion ; or what you can ſay for 

mighty, or againſt it. | | 

ut will Atheiſt. Hah !.---This new and hard Queſtion! Why, I 

2unith- RR never was ſo puzzled in all my Life; I have been at pro and 


night;, 
laſting 3 


nihed Wi 
me 28 


con about it; but I muſt confeſs that L am never the forwarder 
for any ſufficient Anſwer or Reaſons to prove that there is ng 
Hall, nor no future everlaſting Puniſhment for the wee 

I 2 Fah! 
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Hah !----how have I been miſled by bad Company from the 
true Knowledge of theſe Things! and now I am at ſuch a Pinch, 77 
none of them are able to help themſelves or me out, to any 
Purpoſe at all. Atheiſts! Madmen! Hah!----well, I have 
great Reaſon to thank God for my late Afflictions, and you for 
your Care for me, which has brought me to the Conſideration 
of theſe Things. Now, therefore, as I cannot pretend to give 
any ſufficient Reaſons nor Proofs 72 a future State of ever- 
laſting Rewards and Puniſhments, 1 deſire you will once more 
repeat and ſum up your Proofs and Reaſons why you believe 
them to be true. 
Believer meekly. Firſt, Sir, I am glad that you acknowledge 
the Mercies of Almighty God, as well as his Judgments, by | 
bringing Afflictions upon Mankind, to bring us to Repentance *: 
and Sorrow for our Sins, and to conſider of that Great Concern *' 
of future and everlaſting Rewards and Puniſhments. And now, 
Sir, I will repeat and ſum up my beſt Proofs and Reaſons I am 
able at preſent, whereby I believe, that there will certainly be 
a future State of eyerlaſting Rewards and Puniſhments. 1ſt, By 7 
Almighty God's own Words, Laws, Commandments, Promiſes, | 
and Threatenings, declared to Mankind by himſelf, 
and by his faithful Meſſengers, Moſes and the Prophets, Patri- 
srchs, and Holy Men of Old, ſent from Time to Time, ſince * 
the World began. 2dly, By God's only Son Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his Holy Goſpel, and his Apoſtles, Diſciples, and Believers. 
3dly, By our own Spirit of Truth within us. 4thly, By ſome 
Human Reaſons, and all theſe Evidences, Proofs, and Reaſons 
in their proper Order. Now, pray, Sir, hear them patiently, 
and confider, and q̃udge reaſonably. Proof the 1ſt. Witneſs 
(mighty God breathing into Man the Breath of Life, and his 
eclaring Man to be a living Soul, above all the other Creatures 
upon Earth. The Spirit of the Lord hath made me, and the Breath 
of the Almighty hath given me Life. Job xxxiii. 4. And Man 
was not condemned to die, or become mortal, except he diſo- 
bey'd God's Commands; but might have been tranſlated from 
Earth to Heaven, Body and Soul together, as thoſe holy Men, 
Enoch, Moſes, and Elijah were; and alſo Jeſus Chriſt. Hah l- 
But Man ſinned, and the Wages of Sin was and is Death. ' 
Again witneſs Almighty God talking with Mankind from Heaven, 
and his deſcending from Heaven in a Pillar of Fire to the Top 7 
of Mount Sinai, and there proclaiming his Holy Laws and 7 
Commandments to Mankind by the Sound of his awful Trum- RX 
pet, Thunder and Lightening, as may be read at large, 
| Exod. Chap. xix. and xx. &c. And the Appearance of the Lord 
was like devouring Fire: And ſetting before Mankind Life 
and Death, Good and Evil, Levit. xxvi, and Deaf. xxviii. 775 
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Ad XI. The Sacred Tragedy. 
miſing to reward the Righteous, and puniſh the Wicked. 
5 on, bring every Work into Judgment, with every ſecret 
Thing, 

neſs Moſes and the Prophets, | 
by Almighty God to Mankind; and, like faithful Meſſengers, 
exhorting Mankind te ebey God's Holy Will and Command. 
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fore, Eccliſ. iii. 21, and xii. 7. and xii. 14. For God 


a0 het her it be Good, or whether it be Evil. Again, wit- 
Patriarchs, and holy Men, ſent 


ments, and to live ſoberiy, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
X 7orld ; but complaining againſt Sin and Wickedneſs, promiſing 
® everlaſting Rewards to the Righteous, but threatening everlaſting 
= Puniſhment to the Wicked; becauſe it was appointed unto all 
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= Mer once to die, and after that Death to Judgment, ſaith holy 


Job, and Heb. ix. 27. Wah !----How many are there Divine 
Precepts to the ſame Purpoſe ! The Prophet David faith, That 
the Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and all the People that for- 
get God, Pſalm ix. 17. The Wiſeman faith, Eccleſ. iii. 21. 
Who knoweth the Spirit of a Man that goeth upward, and the 
Spirit of a Beaſt that goeth downward to the Earth. Again, 
Chap. xii. 7. Then Hall the Duſt return to the Earth, as it was 
and the Spirit ſhall return to God who gave it. Again, Chap. ii. 26. 
After he had ſurvey*d and try'd all Things in this World, con- 
feſſeth, That all is Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. Chap. xii. 13. 
and comes at laſt to this wiſe Concluſion, Fear God and keep his 
Commandments, for this is the Whole Duty of Man. Chap. xiv. And 
gives us this Reaſon why we ought to fear God, &c. For God 
will bring every Work into Judgment, with every ſecret Thing, 
ewhether it be Good, or whether it be Evil. Again, the Pro- 
phet 1/aiah deſcribes the Place, ai. xxx. 33. ſaying, Tophet 
zs ordained of Old; yea, for the King it is prepared, he hath made 
2s deep and large; the Pile thereof is Fire and much Wood, the 
Breath of the Lord, like a Stream of Brimſtone, doth kindle it. 
Again, ſpeaking of the intollerable Sufferings there, Jai. xxxiii. 14. 
faith, - The Sinners in Zion are afraid, Fearfulneſs hath ſur- 
prized the Hypocrites ; who among you ſhall dwell with the de- 
vouring Fire? who amongſt us ſhall dwell with everlaſting 
Burnings? Again, the Prophet Daniel ſpeaking of the Reſur- 
rection of the Body, Dan. xii. 2. The Righteous ſhall ariſe unto 
eternal Life, but the Wicked to Shame and everlaſting Contempt and 
Puniſhment.With many moreſuchPrecepts,provingtheReſurreQion 
and laſt Judgment. Proof the 2d. Again, witneſs the only Son 
of God, Jeſus Chriſt, coming down from Heaven, and taking 
upon him human Nature, to teach Mankind the Will of his 
Father, and hath brought Life and Immortality to light, through 
his Goſpel, 2 Tim. i. 10. openly declaring the Certainty of a 
future State of Rewards and Puniſhments, promiſing everlaſting 
Rewards to the Righteous, but everlaſting -Puniſhments to the 
5 | Wicked, 
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Wicked. Hah !----How many are his Divine Precepts to the 
fame Purpoſe! Hahl Read the Caſe of Drives and Lazarus, 
Luke xvi. Again, read his 72 1 of his laft Judgment, 
Mat. xxv. 34. proclaiming his joyful Welcome to the Righteous, 
ſaying, Come, ye bleſſed Children of my Father, inherit the King - 
dom prepared for you from the Foundation of the World. But pro- 
nouncing his diſmal Sentence to the Wicked, ſaying, Go, ye 


Angels. And there ſhall be weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhin 
of Teeth 3 but the Righteous all ſhine forth as the Sun in the 
Kingdom of their Father : Yea, Righteous Men ſhall come 


the Eaft, and from the Weſt, and ſhall fit down with Abraham, 


Unbeliever all be caſt out, Luke xiii. 28, 29. 


Now, Sir, pray 
conſider that Jeſu⸗ 


, the only Son of God, was a Meſſenger 


inſtructing all Men by his Holy Life and Doctrine, and con- 
firming the ſame by his wonderful Miracles, how they might 
obtain everlaſting Rewards of Happineſs in his Glorious King- 
dom in Heaven, and ſhun everlaſting Puniſhment in Hell; and 
he laid down his kife as a Sacrifice for the Sins of Mankind, 
ani was declared to be the Son of God, with Power, by raiſing 
him again from the Dead, for our Juſtification, Rom. i. 4. and 
his triumphant Aſcenſion into Heaven again, as our Redeemer, 
Interceſſor, Mediator, and Advocate; and from thence he will 
come to judge the Quick and Dead the laſt Day of this World. 
Again, witneſs the holy Apoſtles, Diſciples, and Believers in 
Jeſus Chrift, who were Eye and Ear-Witneſſes to his Holy Life 
and Doctrine, his wonderful Miracles, his ſhamerul Death, his 
glorious Reſurrection, and his triumphant Aſcenſion into Heaven; 
and confirmed their Teſtimony of the Truth of all thefe Things, 
by preaching up his Holy Doctrine, and working his wonderful 
Miracles : And at laſt, in ſpite of all Perſecution from wicked 


deny Fe/us ChrIf# and the Truth of thoſe Things that they had 
both heard and ſeen, and live. What Men upon Earth could 
make better Proof of their Teſtimony ? Likewiſe many of the 
Prophets and holy Men did the ſame. Hah !----In ſhort, Sir, 
ſearch the Holy Scriptures, and you may find many Holy Pre- 
cepts, which further confirm the 'Truth of the Immortality of 
the Soul of Mankind, and a future State of everlaſting Rewards 
and Puniſhments. How often do they tell us of Soul and Body, 
Heaven and Hell, the Places of everlaſting Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments. Hah f----Let greedy Worldlings conſider of our 
| bleſſed Saviour's Advice, ſaying, What ſpall it profit a Man to 
gain the whals World and laſe his own Soul? or what would 4 


Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and bis © 


Iſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven, but the Wicked and 5 | | 


from Heaven ; yea, and from the Dead too, to ſome Purpoſe, : 


Men, choſe rather to confeſs and lay down their Lives than 
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The Sacred Tragedy. 
Soul? Mat. xvi. 26. 
urprize of the Rich Glutton in the Midſt of all 
and Wealth of this World, ſaying to his Seul, T 


Hell w 


haft much Goods laid up for many Years; take thine Eaſe, eat, 


Lind, and be 


"till the 


Luke Xii. 1 
for the laſt 
neſs the Divine Spirit of Truth within you 
not ſay any more of this, than appea 
Conſeience, what great 


Hah But God ſaid unto him, Thou 
Foal, this Night fhall thy Soul be required of thee ; 
ſhalt thou die; then cube Hal have all thoſe Goods which thou 


4 tapether? 
haſt ſcrape — 


ſadgment. 


yea, this Night 


I omit other Proofs 
Proof 3d. Wit- 
I think I need 


to every Man and Woman's 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction it conceiveth 


from Truth and Righteouſneſs, which is a preſent Reward, and 


2a certain fore Taſte of the everlaſting Rewards to come in Hea- 


ven: But on the con 


, What 


great Horror and Fear our 


Conſcience conceiveth by the Guilt of Lying, Sin, and Wicked- 
neſs, which is a preſent Punifhment, and a certain fore Taſte of 
the everlaſting Puniſhment to come in Hell. In ſhort, this Di- 
vine Spirit or Soul within us beareth a continual "Teſtimony of 
Truth, and the Reaſonableneſs of the Holy Word, Laws, and 
Commandments of Almighty God, and an Abhorrence of Lying, 
Sin, and Wickedneſs, and Fear of Future Puniſhment, all the 
Days of our Life, but eſpecially at any Apprehenſions of Death; 
for the Body muſt die, becauſe of Sin; but the Spirit liveth, 


becauſe of Righteouſneſs. Rom. viii. 10. 


Remember that when 


your Body was weak, your Soul and Conſcience was ſtrong, and 


not only 


afraid of Death, 


but 


Future Puniſhment, 


Proof 4th. Now, laſtly, Sir, by Human Reaſon: And firſt, of 
two Evils it is by all Men accounted the greateſt Wiſdom to chuſe 
the leaſt ; that ſuppoſe there was no Future State of Puniſhment, 
ſtill it is the greateſt Wiſdom and preſent Pleaſure 2 live ſoberly, 


righteouſly, and godly Pn this preſent World, 
Future Puniſhment in the next. 


to avoid the Fear of 


2dly, But pray conſider, Sir, 


that the Man who denies a Future State of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, he thereby declares that all the Holy Word, Laws, and 
Commandments of Almighty God, yea, and all his Promiſes and 
'Threatenings, are all in vain ; nay, he thereby flies in the Face 
of Almighty God, and tells him that he and his Son Jeſus Chrif, 
and all the holy Prophets, Apoſtles, Diſciples, Miniſters, and 
Believers, are a Company of Impoſtors and Deceivers, and all 
the Holy Scriptures are nothing but a Fable, and that no Mau 
.need care nor fear for neither God nor Devil, Heaven nor Hell, 
nor how he liveth norwhat he doth, whether Good or Evil; nor how 


nor when he ſhall die. 
is worſe than a Devil incarnate, for the Devils believe in God and 


Fooliſh Man ! 


3dly, Oh! Sir, ſuch a Man 


tremble ; 


50 
tremble; but ſuch a Man! Hah !-----a mad Man fears nothing ! 
Nay, he is the moſt wicked, vain, and fooliſh Creature of all, 
for he would live worſe than a Devil upon Earth, and then would 
die like a Beaſt, that there may be an End of all his Miſchief, 
| yea, and of the worſt and moſt miſerable Creature upon Earth. 
Hah !-.--fooliſh Man! Oh! Sir, what Confuſion would ſuch a 
Man bring this World into! What? Why, he would turn it 
upſide down: But for what End? What, did I ſay? Why, he 
would ſet Almighty God, his Son Jeſus Chrift, and all their holy 
Commandments and Precepts, at Defiance, yea, and the Devil 
alſo: A vain, fool-hardy Champion ! who aims to drive all 
before him! Like the bluſtering Bull in the Fable, who was 
ſnapt by the Heel and laugh'd to ſcorn by a little Mouſe : And 
Man, this Bragadocio, is ſubje& to be ſnapt by grim Death 
every Moment of his Life; and when Death comes, down he 
muſt come, then the fool-hardy Champion is conquer'd. 
Ha, ha, ha! But while he lives, he would make the Earth a 
Deſart, and Man a ſupream and lawleſs Creature, let looſe worſe 
than the moſt Savage Beaſt upon one another, fighting, robbing, 
plundering, and murdering one another unto the laſt Man. 
4thly, Then the moſt ſucceſsful Plunderer, Raviſher (for Marriage 
would be of none Effect) and Murderer, to get the moſt unlaw- 
ful Gain and Pleaſure, would be the only happy Man; nay, the 
whole Race of Mankind would ſoon put an End to themſelves, 
and Man would ſoon loſe his ſupream Government over the 
Beaſts of the Field ; for Men would drive one another into the 
Deſarts, Dens and Caves of the Earth, and there the wild Beaſts 
would devour them, ſo that Man would be of all Creatures moſt 
miſerable. 
Anguiſh and Diſtreſs murder himſelf. to put an End to all his 
Milery and Trouble, yea, and think himſelf happy too that he 
lad it in his own Power to releaſe himſelf out of his Enemies Power, 
and put an End: to all his anxious Thoughts, Cres, Fears, Trouble and 
Muiery, were he. ot aw'd by God's Commands to & ro Murder, 
and for fear of Future Everlaſting Puniſhment. Ah! Sir, the 
Commands of Almighty God are not grievous, nor his Truths 
for the Salvation of Mankind a hidden Myſtery. What 
greater or better Evidence can God give or ſend to Man to con- 


vince him of the Truth and his Juſtice of all his holy Word and 
Commandments, Promiſes, and Threatenings of his Everlaſting . 


Rewards and Puniſhments, than this Divine Spirit of Truth 
within him, which will always ſtand up. for the juſt and holy 
Laws of Almighty God, his Maker and Giver, and believes and 
hopes in Everlaſting Rewards of Happineſs in Heaven; and, on 
the contrary, hates and abhors Lying, Sin, and Wickedneſs, 
and fears Everlaſting Puniſhment in Heil? Now, Sir, much 

| more 


sthly, Nay, Man would in the midſt of all his 
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more might be ſaid on this Head; but, to conclude at preſent, 


pray conſider of the Divine Authority of all theſe Witneſſes, and 
their ſufficient Teſtimony and Reaſons for the Truth and Certainty 


of a Future State of Everlaſting Rewards for the Righteous and 


Everlaſting Puniſhments for the Wicked ; and then 7 


| whether you dare deny them, or ſhew better Reaſons and Proofs 


Evidences to the contrary. ? 

Ath. /orrowful. Hah !-----How many Witneſſes, Evidences, 
oofs and Reaſons are here united together, and how few Men 
d Women ſeem to trouble their Heads about them, but, on 


che contrary, turn the deaf Ear and Self-will, and ſtrive to 


Harden themſelves and others, ſuch as me, againſt them! And 


pow we are come to this Pinch, none of them are able to help 


themſelves or me out to any Purpoſe at all. Hah !-----Blind, 


1 Mundering, drunken, and mad Fools all! Hah Well, to 
wy the Truth, I cannot deny the Evidence of this Divine Spirit 


of Truth within me, mine own Conſcience, which will always 
tand up for Truth and the juſt Laws and Commandments of 

ZAlmighty God, and agrees with Human Reaſons, ſuch as you 
Zhave mentioned; and hates and abhors Lying and Wickedneſs: 


Therefore, knowing this Evidence to be true, I muſt conclude 


ill the reſt are true and reaſonable alſo; and a Future State of 
Rewards and Puniſhments there muſt be, and I cannot pretend 
Ro give any ſufficient Reaſons or Proofs to the contrary ; and it 


THonifies nothing to banter it off any longer, for the Fear of 


Death and Everlaſting Puniſhment I cannot ſhake off for my 
„Life. Oh! what have I been thinking on and doing all my 
Life long until now, and too many others, both Men and 
Women, as well as me? What, did I ſay? Why, I know too 
well: We let the Devil, and the ſinful Gain of this World, and 


the ſinful Luft and unlawful Pleaſures of our own Fleſh, drive us 


blindfold, like a Company of mad, drunken Fools, headlong to 
Hell; yea, one drunken Fool drives another; and the drunken 
Maltſter and Landlord drive all they can before them, yea, to 
turn Devils and Hell upon Earth, and all for a little finful Gain, 
and force a Trade for the Devil, Punching and Gining Man to 
Deſtruction both in Body and Soul. [ Afide.} And I have 


played the Devil too much amongſt them, and have been driven 
by him and them, as it were, to the laſt Gaſp, to leave this 


25 ſordid, ſulphurous, and finful Gain, to betray my Children and 
others into Sin and Miſchief in this World, and going to be 
== Everlaſtingly puniſhed in the next World, and drawing my 


== Children after me, for plaguing-myſelf and them with the finful 


== Gain and Pleaſures of this World. Lord, have mercy upon 
me and them! Sure the Devil and his drunken Inſtruments have 


; 

2 

oF . 42 
% 
-% 
In 


E bewitched me, that I could never look about me until now. 


O awreiched 


0 5 


62 The Sacred Tragedy. Book II, 9 AQ 
O wretched Man that Tam! [ Returns.) Well, I ought to 
thank God, and you alſo, for taking all this Care and Pains for RE 
me, who took none for myſelf. God be merciful to me, a 7 
Sinner! Luke xviii. 13. "i 
Believ, meelly, and joyful. Now, dear Sir, Almighty God © 
himſelf, his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and all the Saints and Angels in 
Heaven, rejoice for your Converſion. See Luke xv. 7. There- 
fore let us give all Thanks and Praiſe to Almighty God, in the 
Name of his Only Son, our Saviour, Jet Chrift, Amen and | 
Apien, Now, Sir, I hope that you will endeavour to order your 
Life and Converſation according to theſe great Truths, that 
whenſoever Death ſhall come, we may be rewarded with Everlaſt- ® | 
ing Happineſs in the Glorious Kingdom of Heaven with 7887 
Almighty God and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, Saints and Angels, and 
the Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect; and ſhun the Everlaſting Re 
Puniſhments prepared for the Devil and his Angels, and the 
Spirits of wicked Men, in the diſmal Regions of Hell, And 
now I hope I ſhall have no more Reaſon to call you an Arbeit, 
but a Conwert. t 
Convert /ſoberly. Sir, if I live, I hope I ſhall become a Ne, 
Man; and deſire your good Company and Advice to aſſiſt me 
in my Lite and Converſation in this World. 8 
Believ. /oberly. Sir, my beſt Advice ſhall be ready for you at 
all times. And at preſent I forewarn you, that the Devil and Rm 
all his Inſtruments, your old Companions, will now aſſault you 
fiercer than ever, therefore you muſt be careful and couragious 
to fight againſt them, or elſe you will be worſe than ever; fo! 
the firſt Step to Repentance is the forſaking of evil Company ): 
But at firſt, when a Man ftriveth to reform his Life and Conver- 7 
ſation, then the Devil and his Inſtruments, bad Company, ſet 
to rallying and furiouſly purſuing a Deſerter ; and as ſoon as they RE 
can find him, they lay violent Hands on him, to prevent his 
Return to his true Obedience to Almighty God, and would fain 
bring him back to their Standard of Rebellion again under their: 
Captain the Nevil. But if the Chriftian Soldier once puts him- 
ſelf under the Protection of Almighty God and the Captain of 
his Salvation, 7% Chriſt, and manfully fights under his Banner 
againſt all his Enemies, viz. Sin, the World, the Fleſh, and the 7 
Devil, and beats them off, and keeps them at a Diſtance and at 
an under, then he may the more quietly travel on in a ſober and 
holy Life and Converſation through his Pilgrimage of this ue 
World unto the de/ired Heaven, _ where he would be. Again, 
beware of going to Publick Houſes and Diverſions of Gaming 
and Merriments, as they call them, for there you will be ſure to 
meet with bad Company enough to tempt you to Evil; for, a5 1 Ba 
told you before, your Enemies both to your preſent and future 
E | Happine!s, i 
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our worſt Enemy the greateſt Power over us. 


upon God's holy 
run down at firſt; N 
againſt it: Therefore humbly pray to Almighty God, that he 


* 
- 


Happineſs, viz. the World, the Fleſh, and the Deyil, will 
always get the upper hand in an Alehouſe, and bad Company, 
and exceſſive Drinking: Therefore keep in your own Sanctuary at 
home as much as may be ; labour honeſtly in your own Buſineſs, 


God RVA and be content with honeſt and moderate Gain; and by all 
1 means let that Gain go by which would draw you into Sin ; for 


a ſober and diligent Man ſtrives to keep out of "Temptations, 


but the idle Perſon goes out to look for them; and the humour- 


ing the ſinful Cuſtoms and Faſhions of Men for ſinful Gain is like 
pleaſing the Devil for fear he ſhould hurt us, which is giving 
And now I hope 
you will ſpend ſome 'Time in reading, hearing, and meditating, 


and hereafter I will anſwer all your Objections 


will forgive you forall your Sins of Unbelief, &c. paſt ; and that he 


will grant you his glorious Protection of his Heavenly Grace and 


Holy Spirit, to helpyou to conquer all your Enemies, viz. Sin, the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil: And this we muſt all humbly 
pray for, in the Name and through the Merits of God's Only 
Son, our Lord and Saviour, Fe/us Chriſt, Amen and Amen. 
For pray conſider, Sir, that J Chriſt is our only and beſt 


4 1 Friend, under God the Father, to depend upon to help us 


: I through this ſinful World; for, as I told you before, he, out of 


his tender Love to Mankind, left his Glorious Kingdom in 


ppineſ⸗ 5 5 . 


FX Mankind the Will of his Father; 


Heaven, and took upon him our Human Nature, to teach 
and confirmed his holy 
Doctrine by his wonderful Miracles, by healing all manner of 
Sickneſs, making the Blind to ſee, the Deaf to hear, the Dumb 
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Word, which you ſeemed to banter off and 


to ſpeak, the Lame to walk, and raiſed the Dead to Life again, 


and preaching his Goſpel to the Poor. Matt. xi. 5. And after 
all this, he died for our Sins, roſe again from the Dead for our 
Juſtification, and aſcended into Heaven again, there to appear in 
that Great Court as our beſt Friend, Advocate, Mediator, and 
Interceſſor for us: And all this he has done, to redeem and 
ranſom Mankind out of the Hands and Power of the Devil, who 


; had taken them captive in their Wills; and to bring Man and 


his obedient Servants and faithful Believers into his Heaven] 
Kingdom, whither he is gone before to prepare a Place for us. 
Now, Sir, I will leave theſe Things to your Conſideration ; and 
the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, and 
the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with us all both now and 
for evermore, Amen, 
well. Exit Believer. 
Convert alone, lamenting. Hah !---- What Work is here 
with Man upon Earth! I find this World is only a Place of 


K 2 Trial 


Now, Sir, farewel, and I wiſh-you 
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3 0 for Man z! for Almighty God "and this Divine Spirit 
within me, and Good Men, they call, invite, and perſwade 
Mien to live righteouſly, feberly; ad godly in this preſent World, 
that they may enjoy Ceri e in the Kingdom ok 
Heaven, and ſhun Everlaſting Thhihment in Fell; but -the 
Devil, by his evil Suggeſtions Anf l Inſtruments, Wicked Men, 
they, invite, and perſwade Men to Partake bf the preſent 
finflal Pleaſures and Gam of this Whrtd;: accounting all the Glory 
an Happirieſs « Man is iu this Wurldonly, and Men vainly 
pebſwadling thentlelves and one another that Hen and Everlaſting 
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wall continue ſo doing. I will firiveto ſtay athome; ardtreadard 
Wl -- - conſider of what this friendly Believer defired me. Bur niethinks * 
Wi Ravefome more Queſtions'to aſk him concerning this fatal Fall 
te f Man, his Redemption by Jef Chrif, and his Laft Judgment, 
dend of the Lake of Fire and Brimftone, &c. for I have ſtill 
bſbonie Doubts upon theſe Accounts, and muſt enquire after them 

_:- arother Opportune ). a 5 EE ge ed Exi Convert. 
Beeler. alen, praying. Now all Honour, Thanks, and 
e - Praiſe be giten to thee, Almighty and Everlaſting God, that 
=" thbu haſt given me Stade and maile mSinſtrumental in converts 
©.  « mng'aBrotherto thy Divide Truths, and from the Errors of hies 
ful Ways: I beſeech thee continue theſe thy great Mercies to 
100 1 us 5 ſtrengthen our Faith, confirm us in thy Truth, nouriſh us in 

Wl © all Goodneſs, and of tliy great Mercies Keep us in the fame; 
| And this I. humbly beg, through the Merits and. Mediation of 
ay Son, our Saviour, 5 4 {pen Amen. | 
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1— Ns The End of the feeon 11 cleventh Act. 
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